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ABSTRACT

The present study presents five coins from the Ottoman era, discovered dur-
ing field research in the Marcianopolis Archaeological Reserve. Two are copper,
one is billon, and the other two are silver. Chronologically, the earliest issues
are two akce of Sultan Mehmed III (1595 — 1603). One copper issue dates from
the second half of the 15" — 17" century, and the other (10 para) was minted
by Sultan Abdtlmecid I (1839 — 1861). The billon issue (20 para) was minted by
Sultan Mahmud IT (1808 — 1839). The coins do not originate from a preserved
archaeological context from the time of their minting, but they may provide initial
information about the coin circulation in the region during the Ottoman rule.

Keywords: coins; akge; para; Devnya; Mehmed III (1595 — 1603); Mahmud 11
(1808 — 1839); Abdiilmecid I (1839 — 1861); Erzurum; Haleb; Constantinie

Bb3HUKHAAOTO Ipe3 ocMaHCKaTa ernoxa ceao Pexa /lesns ce pas-
IPOCTHPA OKOAO JE€BHEHCKUTE U3BOPH KAaTO BOJEHUYAPCKO CEAHIIE.
To ce paspacTBa BbpXy TEPUTOPHUATA HA AHTHUYEH I'PaJ MaprimaHonoA/
HC, TOHACTOAIEM APXEONOTHIECKH pe3epsar ,,MapuuanonoAuc™.

I'pag /leBna ce cb3gaBa or cauBaHeTto Ha ceAaara Pexa /epns,
Aesus u IToseasiHoBO, Ha 27 asryct 1969 r.!

ITo Bpeme Ha TEPEHHH NPOYYBAHHUA B aAPXEOAOTHUECKUA pe3ep-
BAT Mpe3 MOCAE€JHUTE TPU JECETUAECTHSA, OCBEH MHOTOOpOITHUTE aH-
THUYHU HAXOJKH, Ca OTKPUTH IeT 6poA MOHETH, CEYEHH OT OCMaH-

! Cykas Ne 828 na Ilpesuguyma na Hapoguoto chbpanue. Bx.: /IB, 6p. 68, 29 apryct 1969 .

https:/doi.org/10.53250/nse21.163-172



164 XPHUCTO KY30B, HEBAH MUTEB

cku BAageTeAd. Te ca 06ekT Ha mybAuKanusa B HacTosAmara pabora.
O6pasiure He MPOM3XO0KAAT OT CHXPAHEH APXEOAOTHYECKH KOH-
TEKCT OT BPEMETO Ha TAXHOTO oTcHyaHe. lleaTa Ha HM3cAeaBaHETO €
BKAIOYBAHETO UM B Hay4HO obpamenue. Te MoraT 4a 4a4aT 'bpBOHA-
JaAHA HHPOPMAIIUSA 32 MOHETHATA [TUPKyAALIHsA B paiioHa 110 BpeMe
Ha OCMaHCKaTa BAACT.

ITspBUTE JBE CAa OTKPUTH 110 BpEME HA CIIACUTEAHH aPXEOAOTHYE-
CKH pa3KoIKU Ha 06eKT ,, butoBa kKanHaAausanusa" — nogo6€KT: KAOH 110
6yA. ,,CbeguHenue” 40 KoaekTop ,,b%, kB. Peka JeBHs, nmpe3 1996 r.*

Omge JBe ca OTKPUTHU IIPU PEJOBHU APXEONOTHYECKH PA3KOIIKH HA
cekTop ,,basuanka“ mpes 2021 u 2023 (06p. 1). B To3u cexTop ce npo-
y4Ba HHCYAQ, B KOSITO Ca 3alIa3€HU OCTAHKHUTE HA aTPHUYM OT Crpaja c
KUAUITHE U CTONAHCKH PyHKIHU (06p. 2). B nmomenienunero, 3amaj-
HO OT aTpUyMa, € pa3KpUTa IoJ0Ba MO3aiiKa OT BTOpaTa IOAOBHHA Ha
IV B. Ta e ykpacena ¢ paHHOXPUCTHAHCKH MOTHBH.

O6p. 1. MecTororoxkeHue Ha CeKTop ,basuanka”’, MapruaHornoa/uc
(maaH Ha Mapuuanonoauc ot apxus Ha Kapea IlIkopriua)
Fig. 1. Location of the “Basilica” sector, Marcianopolis (plan of Marcianopolis from
the archive of Karel Skorpil)

? MupopManuaTa € OT apXeOAOTHIeCKaTa TEPEHHA JOKYMEHTAIUA B apxuBa Ha Myses Ha MoO-
salikure. PbKOBOAMTEA HA IPOYYBAHETO € AHACTAC AHI'€AOB.
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O6p. 2. 'eoge3ndeCcKo U TPAGUIHO 3ACHUMAHE HA ITPOYYBAHUA CEKTOP
,basnauka’, Mapuuanonoa/uc (Maptun Boaues)
Fig. 2. Geodetic and graphic survey of the Basilica sector, Marcianopolis
(Martin Valchev)

IletaTa MOHeTa € OTKpHUTA IIPU APXEOAOTHYECKO HAOAIOJEeHUE
npes 2024 r. IlpoyusaneTro e no npoekt ,IlogmMana Ha yxu4Hu BOJO-
IIPOBOAM Ha TepuTopuATa Ha rp. JesHa” (06p. 3). MoneTaTa e Hame-
pena Ha pamnara B Cexkrop 2, mexay 410 — 415 MeTbp ABAKHHA OT
HavaAHaATa (I0’KHA) TOYKA HA TPaHIIeATa 3a IOoAaraHe Ha Tpbbara B
IIOCOKA Ha ceBep, 0 yauna ,MapruaHoox” (o6p. 4).

XPpOHOAOIHYECKN HAall-paHHUTE EMHUCUH €A ABE AKYETA HA CYATaH
Mexwmeg 11T (1595 — 1603 1.). EAHOTO € OTCeueHO B MOHETApPHUIIATA B
Oxpug [kat. Ne 1], a 4pyroro npomusxoxja oT ©3TOYHOMAAOA3ZUICKO-
To ateane B Epaypym nam Xaneb (Areno)? (kat. Ne 2). Ilpu ynpasae-
HHETO HA TO3U BAAJETEA KpH3aTa B OCMAHCKaTa AbPsKaBa, KOATO 3a-
[IOYHAAA OIlfe IIpU Herosus npejguectsenuk Mypag 111 (1574 — 1595
r.), ce 3a4bAb04nAQ. TerrnoTo Ha aK4eTo ce pesylupar0 3HAYUTEAHO
u To nmaguano nog 0, 32 r. (Damalr 2011, 1153 — 1155). KouTpoAsT Ha
opuitnarHaTa BAACT Ha/ peruonute Ha CesepHa A¢puka, M3Touna
Mana Asusa n bAnuskusa u3tok 6UA cAab B 3aTOBA UMAAO PA3AHKA B
rpaMa;a M Au3aiiHa Ha MOHETHUTE, KOUTO OMAM OTCHYAHHU IO TE3H
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KALACTPANEH MNAH
Ha vact or rp. [lesHa
© rpanMuMTe Ha AP "AHTUuEH rPaA
Mapuuarcnenc”

nerenge

repuTpE s AP *HapusakanoAc”

™ i AHKLL
*AMDUTEATED HA HAgUIAHENGA

TERUTOPIR 13 OXFINITEANTE JOHIH

Tpace ka wee Bononpasca (2024 1)

O6p. 3. I'panunu Ha pe3epBaTa BbPXY KaJacTPAAHUA IIAaH Ha Tp. JeBHsa
(Maptun BbAues)
Fig. 3. Borders of the reserve according to the cadastral plan of the town of Devnya
(Martin Valchev)

MecTa, C Te3H, KOUTO MPOU3XOKJAAN OT APYTUTE YACTH HA UMIIEPH-
sra. (Pfeiffer-Tas, Schindel 2013, 653 — 671). Pazaudusita morar aa ce
BUAAT U IIPH HANINUTE /JBA €K3EMIIAAPA — €JUHUAT, OTCEYEeH B Oan-
KaHCKa MOHETApHUIIA, a APYTUAT — B u3To49HA. [Ipn BTOpaTa eMucus
CTHUABT IIPH OPOPMAEHHUETO U HAUHMHBT HA HU3IHCBAHE Ca MO-0cobe-
HU. TyK He MOKeM Ja KaKeM KaTeTOPHYHO 3a TETAOBHUTE PA3AHKH,
3aI10TO BTOPUAT 0O6paser] € OTYYIEeH U IMPH BCUYKH CAYYaH € TeKaA
noseue o1 0,25 r. Karo 115100 MmoneTuTe Ha cyatad Mexmeg 111 ca vec-
TO cpemanu B 6bArapckute 3emMu (Kpneres 2015, 101 - 102), a namu-
T€ €K3EMIIASPHU JOII'BABAT IIO3HATOTO HH KOAHMYECTBO.

Tperusar obpasen, kKoiiTo mybAMKyBame, € MeAHA €MUCHSA OT IIe-
puoga Bropa norosuHa Ha XV — XVII ek (kat. Ne 3). Monerara e
MHOTO 3A€ 3aIla3eHa. B IbpBOHAYAAHOTO CH CBCTOSHHE HE CE BUIK/A-
e HUIO U Iopaju ToBa 6emre H3KAIOYUTEAHO TPYAHO Ja Ce U/EH-
tupunupa. Creg karo 6€ MoYHCTEHA OT PECTABPATOpP, CE€ BHAAXA
HAKOAKO ocMaHCKH Oyksu. Camara MOHETa € MHOro mHTepecHa. T
€ OT Me/JHa CIIAAB, HO € CbC 3HAYUTEAHO IO-MaAKa JeOeArHa OT MaH-
repa. MeTpUYHHUTE JAHHHU OTTOBAPAT HA TE€3U Ha CPeOBPHOTO aKde.
OT TOBA, KOETO AHYH, MOXKE /Ja C€ HAIIPABH OIHT 32 Pa3MO3HABaHE
Ha MOHETapHUIIaTa, BEPOATHO CTaBa BBIIPoc 3a bearpag uau Hosap.
Toect gomyckame, ye ToBa € parmuPukar Ha akde. Takusa exsem-
IASPHU Ca IMO3HATH B OCMAaHCKOTO MoHeTocedeHe (Nicolae 1993, 305
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MEOAE3UYECKO 3ACHEMAHE
Apxeonornuecku obekT "MapunaHonon" Ha TeputopusaTa Ha rp. JlesHs, obn. BapHa.
PasnonoxeHue Ha CEKTOpUTE CNPAMO KajacTpanHus NiaH Ha CbBPeMEeHHUA rpag
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O6p. 4. PasnionokeHNE Ha CEKTOPUTE, B KOUTO € TIPOBE/JEHO APXEOAOTHIECKOTO
Habatogenue (MapTul Bbades)
Fig. 4. Location of the sectors in which the archaeological observation was carried
out (Martin Valchev)
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- 307; Schindel 2011, 18 — 19; Kpbcres 2015, 80 — 82). 3a cbxareHue
B 6bATapcKaTa uCcTOpuOrpadus MoJo0O0HHU €K3EMIIAAPH IOYTH HE Ce
CIIOMEHABAaT, KaTO U3KAIOYEHHE MOJKE Ja Ce€ MOCOYU BCE OIllle eAuH
HeNyOAUKYBaH PBKOIINC 32 MOHETHUTE OT padkonkurte Ha CeKkcaruHra
IIpucra (Bbpbanos, Pyces, Mutes — nog nedar). Ilpu Bcuaku moao-
JKeHHUsA Te3n oOpas3nu NpUCchCTBAT B ObATapckuTe 3eMu. Moxe ga ce
OYaKBa, Y€ IPH MO-3aCUAEH HHTEPEC KM OCMAaHCKATa HyMU3MaTHKA
1 IyOAMKYBaHETO Ha IIOBE€YE MOHETH IIje Ce MOABAT U APYTH 110A400-
HH ek3eMIAApu. ToBa Bce omie € e/Ha HENpPoydyeHa HUIIA HA Ta3H
TEMaTHKA.

YersbpraTa MoHeTa (KaT. No 4), koaTto npousxoxga ot /lepns,
e “cedid” 20 mapa or Kycrantunme Ha cyaran Maxmyzg II (1808 —
1839 r.). IIanbrHOCTTA Ha cpebpoTo npu Te3u emucuu e easa 17 %
(Uslu, Beyazit, Kara 2010, 290) u 3aroBa cMATamMe, Y€ MO-IIPaBUAHO
e Te ga ce cMATaT 3a OMAOHOBH. YIIPABAEHHETO HA CyATaHaA € OeAs-
3aHO OT MHOKECTBO pePOopMHU, 32 KOETO CH CIIEYEABA IPO3BUIIETO
~Pedpopmaropa“. Egna ot Te3u npomenn 6uaa cBbp3aHa ¢ MOHETOCE-
yeHeTo. Tol OTCAKBA MUANOHH MOHETH, KOUTO CE XapaKTEePU3UpaT C
pasanunu gusaitiu (Damali 2014a). Tosa e Moske 6u HA-WHTEH3UB-
HOTO MOHETOCEYEHE B HCTOPUATA HA OCMAHCKATA Abp/KaBa.

ITocaegnara moneTta e MmegHa emucusa (10 mapa) Ha cyatan A64yA
Meaxuza (1839 — 1861 r.), orceuena B cTOAUYHOTO ateAue (Kat. No 5).
BBB BBTPENTHONIOAUTUYECKH ITAQH BPEMETO HA TO3U BAAJETEA € 06-
BBP3aHO ¢ epata Ha TaH3uMara, a BbB BbHIIECH — KpuMckara BoiiHa.
Toit mpoabAxRUA pedopmuTte Ha 6amia CH, BKAIOUUTEAHO U TE€3H B
MOHETHOTO npou3socTso. IIpes 1840 r. BbBeA MOHeTHa pedopma,
KoATOo ocrasa 1mog uMmero “Tashih-1 Sikke”. 3anounaao orcuuanero
Ha €eMHCHU C HOBHU MalmuHu, BHecenu oT AougoH (Damali, 2014b,
3039 — 3044). Ilo To3n HAaYWH oIle BeJHbK OCMaHCKAaTa MOHETa KO-
peHHO ce npoMeHnAa. O6pa3nuTe HA MOCACAHUTE gBAMa CYATAHH
Ce CpenjaT B OrPOMHO KOAMYECTBO B HalIHuA reorpadpcku apean. Bee
oIlle TOASIMA YacT OT TAX Ce Ia3AT CpeJ MECTHOTO HACEAEHHE KaTo
HACA€/CTBO OT HPeAIUTE AU II'bK CBOOOJHO ce MpoJaBaT B OHAANHH
IIPOCTPAHCTBOTO.

Momneture ot /JeBHsa ca MaAKO Ha 6poii, HO Bce IMaK IOKa3Bart, 4e
IIpe3 OCMAHCKUSA IEPUO/] € UMANO HAKAKBB HHTEH3UTET Ha obpaiie-
HHETO B ceantneTo. OT HyMU3MaTUYHA TA€AHA TOYKA HAl-HHTEPECHHU
ca eksemnasapure Ha Mexmey 111, KakTo B PparmUPUKaTLT HA aK4e
ot nepuoga XV — XVII Bek — Tema, KosATO TENbPBA IPEACTOH Aa Obae
paspaborsaHa B ObATapCcKaTa HCTOPHOrpaPu .

Jocera HAMa NYOAUKYBAaHM OCMAaHCKH MOHETH OT paiioHa Ha
AHemHuA rpas /leBHsA, KOeTo MpaBu NpeACTaBEHUTE B HACTOAIATA
paboTa HaXOJKH BA’K€H U3TOYHHK 32 HCTOPHATA HA OKOAHHUTE 3€MH
npe3 OcMaHCKaTa enoxa.
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KATAAOT

CexTop baznanka
Mexwmez III (1595 - 1603)
Axuera
Oxpuo
1. A. B nenrspa Mehmed. Oxonro Hero kppros Hajgmuc Sultan bin Murad Han

O. Hagnuc B Tpu peja.
Azze nasrithu
Duribe
Ohri/ [1003]
(Sreckovic¢ 2007, 80 — 81; Damali 2011, 1259 - 1260).
AR, 10 — 11 MM, 0, 32 r. ITMH 270, xB. XXX-2; koTa 21,79 M.

Ep3ypym unu Xane6? (Aneno)

2. YacTUYHO U3TPUTA, C OTYyIIEHA Hepudpepusi.
A. Hagnuc B Tpu peaa.
[Sultan]
Mehmed bin
Murad [Han].
O. Hagnuc B Tpu peja.
Azze nasriithu
Duribe
Erzurum/Haleb
(Sreckovié 2007, 44 - 45, 50 — 51; Damali 2011, 1209 - 1210, 1222 - 1223).
AR, 10 = 11 MM, 0, 25 r. ITTUH 53, k8. XXIX-23; koTa 22,81 M.

CexTrop 2
Bropara nmorosuna Ha XV — XVII Bex
Parmudukar Ha aKue
benzpao unu Hoeap (?)
3. Aomo 3amnazeHa u OTYyIeHa.
A. Hesacno.

O. ... Belgrad/Novar? ...
A; Pasmepu: .9 - 10 mm. T. 0, 26 r. ITMH 6, pammna.
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Cexrop ButoBa KaHaAU3aIHA
Maxwmyz II (1808 — 1839)
Cedid 20 nmapa
Kycmanmunue
4. CuUAHO OI'bHATA U HPOIYKAHA.

A. Tyrpara na cyAtana.

0. Hagnuc B yeTupu peja:

27

Duribe fi

Kostantiniye

1223.

(Damali 2014a, 30-K-G23¢-27).

Bill,, 17 - 20, 5 Mm, 1, 60 r. ITTMH 434, Mex gy mraxrara Ha KOAeKTOp ,,B“ 1 maxra
LAY, apAGounHa 1,80 M.

Ab6ayar Meaxuz (1839 - 1861)
10 mapa
Kycmanmunue

5. A. Tyrpara na cyarana. Ilog nes nu¢para 21.

O. B nneHTbpa € npescTaBeH HOMUHANBT Ha MoHeTaTa — 10. OKOAO HEro Kpbros

nagmnuc Azze nasrithu duribe fi Kostantiniye 1255

(Damali 2014b, 31-K-M3-21).

&, 27 MM, 4, 93 r. [TMH 433, meskay maxra ,A” u mraxta Ne 1, apa60ounna 0,80 .
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OTTOMAN COINS DISCOVERED DURING ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD
RESEARCH IN THE TOWN OF DEVNYA

Christo KOUZOV, Nevyan MITEV

SUMMARY

During field research in the archaeological reserve “Marcianopolis” over the
past three decades, five coins minted by Ottoman rulers were discovered. Two
are copper, one is billon, and the other two are silver.

The earliest issues chronologically are two akce of Sultan Mehmed III (1595
- 1603), minted in the mints of Ohrid and Erzurum or Haleb (Aleppo ?). In
general, this sultan’s coins are common in Bulgarian lands, and our specimens
supplement the known quantity.

One copper issue dates from the second half of the 15" — 17" century. The
metric data correspond to those of the silver akce. From what is visible, an at-
tempt can be made to identify the mint, probably Belgrade or Novar. We as-
sume that this is a fake akge. Such specimens are known from Ottoman coinage.
Similar specimens are seldom mentioned in Bulgarian historiography.

The other copper coin (10 para) was minted by Sultan Abdilmecid I (1839 —
1861) in the capital’s mint. In 1840, he introduced a coinage reform, which re-
mained under the name “Tashih-i Sikke” — the minting of issues began with new
machines imported from London.

The last coin is the “cedid” (20 para), from the Constantinople mint of Sultan
Mahmud IT (1808 — 1839). The density of silver in these issues is only 17%, and
therefore we believe that it is more correct to consider them as billon coins.

The coins from Devnya are few, but they still show that there was some inten-
sity of circulation in the settlement during the Ottoman period. From a numis-
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matic point of view, the most interesting are the specimens of Mehmed 111, as
well as the forgery of akce from the 15" — 17" century - a topic that has yet to be
developed in Bulgarian historiography.

No Ottoman coins from the area of the present-day town of Devnya have been
published so far, making the finds presented in this work an important source
for the history of the surrounding lands during the Ottoman era.



