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— CTAaTHMTE CE PELIEH3UPAT OT CIIEUAAMCTH, 4006pe 3a1I03HATH € O6CHKAAHUTE TEMU.

YKA3AHUA KBM ABTOPUTE

Prronucu:
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THE FATE OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ARTIFACTS FROM UNDERWATER
RESEARCH IN ROMANIA IN THE THIRD
QUARTER OF THE 20TH CENTURY: A
POSSIBLE COIN HOARD FROM CALLATIS
AND ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Gabriel Mircea TALMATCHI

Doctoral School of Humanities, “Ovidius” University Constanta, 58 Ion Voda Street,
Constanta, 900525, Romania; gtalmatchi@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

During underwater research conducted in the 1960s and 1970s at Callatis
and later at Tomis, several archaeological artifacts were discovered, including
amphorae, anchors, and shipwreck remains. These objects were soon added to
public collections in Constanta and Bucharest. However, some smaller objects,
such as coins, remained in the private collection of one of the divers — engineer
Vasile Cosma — who also participated in many independent dives. In fact, these
coins and other small finds were never documented in official publications or
added to state collections. Nevertheless, they did exist and, according to their
last known owner, were sold to other collectors in the late 1970s, before Cosma
emigrated to the United States of America. The hoard came to our attention by
chance in the 1990s, when another local collector (the last known owner, after
having gone through at least two other local collections) attempted to sell the
coins to the National History and Archaeology Museum in Constanta. This ar-
ticle presents all available information concerning two related sets of coins: the
original hoard of 15 Histrian coins, which included drachmas from the fourth
series, and a group of 15 counterfeit Histrian drachmas that replaced the orig-
inals until the mid-1990s. The original initial hoard is significant for at least
two reasons. First, it is the only known hoard of this kind — composed entirely
of Histrian coins — found in a Greek city of Ionian origin within the territory
controlled by Callatis, a Doric Greek centre. Second, it represents, maybe, the
sole piece of archaeological and numismatic evidence related to the conflict for
control of the Tomis emporium, which took place around 250 BC. We know that
the original coin hoard contained silver coins specific only to the fourth series,
minted in Histria. The conflict involved two opposing coalitions, composed of

https://doi.org/10.53250/nse21.31-47
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Greek centres such as Histria, Callatis, Apollonia Pontica, Heraclea Pontica, and
Byzantion, as well as the Egyptian and Seleucid kingdoms.

Keywords: Callatis, Histria, coins, hoard, forgeries, war, underwater re-
search, around 250 BC

INTRODUCTION

Updating and expanding the information, as well as organizing and
interpreting the materials related to pre-Roman coin finds from Callatis
and Tomis, remains our constant goal. It is one of our oldest concerns,
though not yet comprehensively addressed due to limited publishing
opportunities. This coin find is the result of underwater surveys
conducted in the 1960s and 1970s at Callatis and Tomis, during the early
days of underwater archaeology in Romania. These efforts were led
by individuals with different backgrounds: Constantin Scarlat, a naval
officer and head of the underwater research department at the Romanian
Navy Museum in Constanta (also considered the founder of Romanian
underwater archaeology), and Vasile Cosma, a civilian engineer from the
“Alexandru Sahia” film studio in Bucharest. Both participated in dives
in archaeologically significant areas and made discoveries of ancient
remains of particular importance. The initial objective of the project was
to carry out topographic and geographical research of the underwater
terrain along the Romanian coastline.

RESULTS OF AQUATIC RESEARCH NEARBY CALLATIS

During these underwater research expeditions, amphorae, tiles,
architectural fragments, wrecks of ancient ships (one of which was
carrying a cargo of marble blocks), various land structures (stone and
brick buildings), remains of ancient brick walls (likely foundations of
dwellings) were discovered. One particularly noteworthy observation
was that the archaeological materials and shipwrecks were not covered
by sand, but only slightly submerged. During the same period, in the
context of the aforementioned activities, steps were taken to establish a
section for underwater archaeology at the Navy Museum in Mangalia.
At the same time, in 1967, a brief underwater intervention was carried
out by the Archaeology Museum in Constanta, during which two anchors
— one made of lead and one made of iron — were discovered (Scorpan
1970, 639)". Later, in 1974, the Romanian Navy Museum conducted new
underwater research in the area of the hydrotechnical constructions in

1o«

In the summer of 1967, the Archaeological Museum in Constanta conducted a modest survey
in the presumed area of the ancient port of Callatis, located between the end of the breakwa-
ter with the lighthouse (the current civilian port) and the diversion canal south of Mangalia,
100-200 m offshore”.
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the new port basin at Mangalia. During this investigation, the underwater
breakwaters and the final configuration of the port of Callatis were
identified (Mosneagu 2006, 125 — 143). However, from that moment
on, the underwater area — with its many archaeological remains — was
irreparably damaged by the dredging works necessary to create the
conditions for specific modern port activities (Alexandru, Constantin,
Ionescu 2012, 441 — 442).

In conclusion, the scientific activity coordinated by Constantin Scarlat
played a significant role in saving objects of archaeological heritage inter-
est, as the areas he researched were subsequently irreparably affected — on
one hand by the expansion of the modern port of Constanta, and on the
other hand by the location of the new port and shipyard over a large part
of the ancient port of Callatis (Scarlat 1973, 529 — 540; Scarlat 1976, 55 —
64; Mosneagu 2006, 127; Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Custurea 2016, 243). As a
result of the enthusiasm shown for underwater archaeological research,
in just one year, the underwater research section was reestablished at the
Constanta Museum of Archaeology on August 28, 1969. Its brief activity
was focused on prospecting an area with underwater remains near the
Constanta Casino (Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Custurea 2016, 244). Constantin
Scarlat’s work was diverse and remarkable. In his free time, and without
involving the Constanta Naval Museum, he trained a generation of au-
tonomous divers and divers affiliated with institutions interested in un-
derwater research (Mosneagu 2007, 103; Velcescu 2018, 194).

After nearly 30 years, between 1994 and 1998, the “Callatis”
Archaeological Museum in Mangalia, in collaboration with the
“Metamauco” Cooperative in Padua, conducted underwater examinations
in the area of the fortress and port of Callatis (Stanecka 2013, 327). On
this occasion, new pottery and architectural fragments were discovered.
Later, in 2007, the “Callatis” Archaeological Museum in Mangalia car-
ried out new underwater archaeological research in the area of the walls
of the Callatis fortress and in the area of the ancient port. This research
was the result of a collaboration agreement with the “Octopus” Maritime
Archaeological Research Association in Budapest and the “Carpatica”
Diving Center in Bucharest (Stanecka 2013, 327). The stated objectives of
this intervention were: “Instrumental examination of the ruins of the Callatis
Fortress, a Greco-Roman settlement submerged in the Black Sea, accurate deter-
mination and location of these ruins, determination of the extent of the ruins and
examination of their condition” (Ionescu, Colesniuc, Paslaru 2011)%.

Most of the archaeological material discovered in the aforementioned
underwater contexts was deposited in museums in Mangalia and

? The information was kindly provided by Dr. Sorin Marcel Colesniuc of the National History
and Archaeology Museum in Constanta, to whom we extend our sincere thanks.
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Constanta, while the smaller objects like coins, were kept in private
collections. Unfortunately, like other small archaeological finds, the coins
discovered during underwater research in Constanta and Mangalia have
never been mentioned or published. Unfortunately, a widespread custom
existed among intellectuals in Constanta and Mangalia in the 1960s and
1970s: collecting ancient artifacts resulting from archaeological research,
whether terrestrial or underwater. As a result, many of these artifacts
ended up as gifts in the hands of individuals, rather than being preserved
in the collections of authorized institutions (Chera 1999, 7 — 8).

The second person actively involved in the underwater research
was Vasile Cosma. Beginning in 1966, during his summer holidays in
Mangalia and Constanta, he had the opportunity to join the diving
group led by Constantin Scarlat. Later, after learning new diving tech-
niques and under the pretext of continuing his work on behalf of the
“Alexandru Sahia” film studios, Vasile Cosma conducted independent
dives in the Black Sea, collecting various ancient objects from the sea-
bed (Cosma 1973b, 51 — 58). Most of these finds became the core of his
personal collection, kept at his home (Mosneagu 2006, 126). It is very
likely that the coins discovered on these occasions, along with other small
objects, which were intended directly for personal collections, were at
some point sold to a private buyer (Cosma 1973a, 32, note 9; Mosneagu
2006, 129-130)*. It is interesting to note that during this specific histori-
cal period in socialist Romania, Vasile Cosma was able to build his pri-
vate collection of various heritage objects collected from the bottom of
the Black Sea without encountering any issues with the authorities. This
was possible because Law No. 63 of 1974 stated that heritage remains
belonged to the state, but only if they were found on land. Since these
artifacts originated from the marine environment, they fell outside the
law’s jurisdiction (Mosneagu 2006, 128). In conclusion, although it was
illegal in Romania to own or sell historical and archaeological heritage
objects, this restriction applied only to terrestrial finds.

Vasile Cosma was also interested in improving the technical processes
used to excavate and remove natural deposits from archaeological objects
found on the seabed of the Black Sea, without disturbing the water in the
work area, in order to safely bring them to the surface. We believe that
he enhanced these methods in order to improve the results of his under-

The late archaeologist Constantin Chera stated that “various personalities of the Constanta
intelligentsia managed to preserve for posterity a relatively large number of monuments from
the fortress’ burial grounds”. See, for example, the situation of the accidental archaeological
discoveries from the necropolises of Callatis and Tomis.

Most likely, those coins, as well as other small archaeological objects, with the possible excep-
tion of small accumulations of coins regarded as hoards, were found scattered, carried in
different directions by underwater currents, and not discovered in situ. According to a 1975
circular for the preservation of all national heritage remains, these artifacts never appeared
on the list of objects discovered on the bottom of the Black Sea.

IS
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water research led in areas with archaeological potential, particularly in
the recovery of small and very small objects. In this context, he developed
technical drawings and the operating principles for a compressed air lift
system®.

In the 1970s, beyond the general enthusiasm, there were also archaeol-
ogists from the scientific archaeological world in Constanta who identified
the problems that had arisen, both official and unofficial, and pointed
them out in a very elegant manner. Thus, they requested that underwater
research be transformed into systematic research, that modern working
methods be used by delimiting the researched area, that clear legal provi-
sions be established regarding the right to underwater research and the
ownership regime of the discovered objects, including that everything
collected from the seabed be recorded in institutional inventories and not
in personal collections (Scorpan 1970, 639; Irimia 1970, 17 — 21)°.

Most of Vasile Cosma’s private collection was sold (in 1976 and 2009)
to the National History Museum of Romania. It consisted mainly of am-
phorae, more precisely twelve specimens, anchors, and other larger ob-
jects from Mangalia, resulted from dives conducted in 1967 and 1970.
Some other objects were discovered in the port area of Constanta in
1973 (Velcescu 2018, 200). Another part of his collection ended up at the
Romanian Navy Museum in Constanta (Velcescu 2018, 199 - 200). It is
also worth to note that, as it later came to light, some of the archaeological
artifacts published by Vasile Cosma were irretrievably lost from his per-
sonal collection (Munteanu, Croitoru 2018, 212, note 7) or sold.

In addition to the previously mentioned submerged discoveries at
Callatis, other finds have been made more recently, coming both from
shipwrecks discovered in the port area and from other underwater re-
search, as well as passim finds and objects coming from archaeological ex-
cavations in the area of ancient Callatis. These include integral and intact
vessels, as well as fragments of Greek amphorae, some of which are in the
custody of the “Callatis” Archaeological Museum. These vessels are dated
between the second quarter of the 5" century BC and the middle of the 3™
century BC and were produced in Mende, Chios (new type), Peparethos,
Cnidos, Thasos, Sinope, Chersonese, etc. (Mateevici, Ionescu 2018, 57).

COIN FINDS FROM MANGALIA (CALLATIS)

A relatively small number of the discovered coins were examined by us
in 1994 and early 1995, in an attempt to salvage any useful information
regarding the presence and circulation of coins in Callatis during

® https://adevarul.ro/stiri-locale/slatina/jacques-cousteau-al-romaniei-vasile-cosma-1604975.
html (the link was active by 15.09. 2025).

 [Most attempts (underwater research — our note) belong to passionate but amateur individu-
als, so even if they have yielded some results, these have not been scientifically recorded.”
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the pre-Roman and Roman periods. Among these coins, discovered
approximatively 60 years ago at the bottom of the sea, we note fifteen
silver coins issued by the colony of Histria (dated to the 4™ — 3'¢ century
BC), which appear to have belonged either to a diver from Scarlat’s team
(which at one point included 17 members — see Mosneagu 2006, 126), or
rather from the Vasile Cosma collection. These coins were discovered on
an area of approximately 3.5 m?. The coins were sold long before 1990, as
part of a coin exchange or rather through direct sales between collectors’.
In the early 1990s, 15 Histrian silver coins, “part of the IV series”, ended
up in a last local private collection®, which no longer exists today. It is
also known that after 1979, Vasile Cosma emigrated to the USA, where
he remained until the end of his life, in New York (Mosneagu 2006, 126;
Velcescu 2018, 195).

Based on what has been published so far, it is known that underwater
research in Mangalia has uncovered a series of archaeological objects
dated from the 5" to 1** centuries BC (1966) (Mosneagu 2006, 125). These
include iron and lead anchors from large merchant or warships and dated
from the 3" to the 1* centuries BC (discovered in 1967 or 1973) (Scorpan
1970, 639, 643; Mosneagu 2006, 126). Additionally, ancient shipwrecks
have been identified, one of which is definitely dated to the 4"— 3" century
based on similar amphorae discovered n sitw in 1966 (Mosneagu 2006,
127), bearing “prominent burn marks” (Mosneagu 2006, 127). Another
Greek amphora was discovered in 1974 (Mosneagu 2006, 129).

The discovery of coin hoards in the coastal marine environment of
Romania’s present day littoral zone is not unprecedented. Three other
such hoards are known to date. Between 1969 and 1970, during the
dredging of the port of Mangalia, seventeen bronze coins from Callatis
and Tomis were discovered and added to the numismatic collection of the
Bucharest Institute of Archaeology (Dima 2005, 37 — 38). In 1975, a coin
hoard was discovered during the dredging of the Constanta port basin,
most of which was dispersed among the discoverers, while eighteen pieces
entered the numismatic collection of the Museum of National History and
Archaeology in Constanta. All the coins were fused together in the form
of a metal block, which, according to the person who published the hoard,
originated from a coin deposit aboard a ship that sank at some point in
antiquity (late 3" — early 4" century AD). The coins (follis) were issued
for Diocletianus, Maximianus Herculius, Constantinus I and Galerius in
the workshops of Thessalonica, Heraclea and Antioch and represented

7 The information was obtained from the private owner in the mid-1990s, when the coin hoard
was offered for sale to the Museum of National History and Archaeology in Constanta.

% The ,new coins from the hoard” were offered for sale to the National History and Archaeology
Museum in Constanta in 1994 or 1995. However, at that time the museum did not have funds
in its budget specifically allocated for the purchase of archaeological and monetary artifacts.
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unsuccessful attempts at imitations that were cast in moulds (Ocheseanu
1984, 131 — 134; Dima, Talmatchi 2007, 155 - 160).

In 1976, a diver discovered the hoard in Mangalia harbour, in an area
flooded or eroded by seawater, near the small breakwater, at a depth of
4 metres, over an area of 10 m* The hoard included 43 Roman imperial
denarii dating from the 1* to 3'¢ centuries AD. The last coins were minted
for Gordianus III (Vertan 1980, 330 — 340).

Another hoard appeared in an unspecified context, on the territory of
the Mangalia shipyard, between the years 1985-1989 (1987?). From this
hoard, 13 Roman Republican denarii were recovered. Chronologically, it
falls between the years 133 and 42 BC (Vertan, Georgescu, Ocheseanu
1990, 221 — 224).

Finally, in 2000 - 2001, approximately 200 medieval coins were dis-
covered at a depth of 2 — 3 m in the Black Sea, about 200 m north of
the “Capului Turcului” point, in Eforie Sud. Some of these coins were
brought to Bucharest, while 25 gold and silver pieces (including sequins,
reales, Polish ort coins, testoni, florins, lion-thalers) entered the numis-
matic collection of the Museum of National History and Archaeology in
Constanta. The hoard dates back to either the first half of the 17" century
AD or no later than the sixth decade of the same century (Custurea, Dima,
Talmatchi, Velter 2007, 121-135). Later, in 2005, another coin hoard was
discovered in Eforie Sud, consisting of 124 silver coins (lion-thalers, écus,
florins, reales, etc.) originating from a ship. This hoard dates back to the
middle of the 17" century, specifically the middle of the seventh decade of
the century (Custurea, Dima, Talmatchi, Velter 2007, 137-198).

So, what was known is that at the beginning of the 90s of the 20
century, under the conditions of underwater archaeological research, a
small hoard was discovered, consisting of 15 Histrian drachmas, which
were part of the IV™" coin series®. This was the information about a hoard
composed of original Histrian silver pieces. This is very important, con-
sidering the uniqueness of such a discovery at Callatis. According to a
monetary repertoire compiled in 2004, only a few isolated Histrian coins
are known from Callatis — namely, one didrachm (Canarache 1968, 136;
Poenaru Bordea 2004, 45, no. 4), one drachma and two bronze coins of
the Apollo type (Poenaru Bordea 2004, 49, no. 21). Being silver pieces
specific to the series or group 1V from Histria, according to the most re-
cent contributions in this regard, the coin hoard could be dated between
313 and 256/255 BC (Dima 2014, 24 — 26).

However, during our analysis of this coin hoard, we encountered sever-
al research challenges that gave us a new perspective on the coins we had

¢ The information was obtained from the private owner in the mid-1990s, when the coin hoard
was offered for sale to the Museum of National History and Archaeology in Constanta.
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examined in the 1990s. Drawing upon over three decades of experience
in the scientific study of Histrian coinage from the pre-Roman period
and in the identification of counterfeit specimens, we have concluded that
the silver coins presented in the 1990s at the Museum of National History
and Archaeology in Constanta were in fact forgeries. These forgeries were
executed with considerable skill, exhibiting well-defined die links. It is
plausible that they were manufactured abroad and subsequently import-
ed into Romania through various channels, possibly in the aftermath of
the fall of the communist regime. The available evidence suggests that the
original coins from the hoard were likely replaced by these counterfeit
pieces through exchanges or transactions among private collectors'.

CATALOGUE OF THE HISTRIAN SILVER HOARD CONSISTING
OF COUNTERFEIT COINS FROM THE EARLY 1990S

1. AR (drachma); 7 h; 5.83 g; 18 x 17.5 mm (Plate I.1).
Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.
Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; between the tails of the eagle and the
dolphin H; legend: IXTPIH.
Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=16101; see the
original (?) at Stancomb 2000, pl. VII, no. 141, 4" century BC.

2. AR (drachma); 5 h; 5.88 g; 18 x 17.5 mm; (Plate 1.2).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Reverse: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; in the right field, between the eagle’s
plumage and tail ©; legend: IXTPIH; (the letters are with globules).
Relatively good state of preservation.
https://groups.io/g/CFDL/topic/the_vergina_fake_istros/36749923, the Vergina
hoard appeared on the antiquities market in 2008; see the original at Pick 1898,
164, no. 434.

3. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.78 g; 17 x 16.6 mm (Plate 1.3).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; between the heads of the eagle and
the dolphin a globule; between the tails of the eagle and the dolphin a prominent
point; below the dolphin X and P in monogram; legend: IXTPIH (the ends of the
letters are with globules).

Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=11062; https:/
www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=16110.

4. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.83 g; 17 x 16.3 mm (Plate 1.4).
Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

10 We never had access to the silver drachmas from the original hoard. The counterfeit Histrian
silver coins in the catalogue were examined and recorded with all their technical data, and
photographed at the time of their presentation for acquisition. Subsequently, we were never
able to see them again. Their last owner, who also provided various information about the
source of the discovery and sold the Histrian silver pieces to the museum in Constanta (which
we later identified as fakes), died around 2005-2007.
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Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; between the heads of the eagle and
the dolphin a globule; between the tails of the eagle and the dolphin a prominent
point; below the dolphin X and P in monogram; legend: IXTPIH (the letters are
with globules).

Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=11062; https:/
www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=16110.

5. AR (drachma); 2 h; 5.69g; 17.5 x 16.5 mm (Plate L.5).
Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.
Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; between the tails of the eagle and the
dolphin T legend: (I)XTPIH.
Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.phpralbum=search&cat
=0&pid=7369#top_display_media; see the original at Pick 1898, 163, no. 427.

6. AR (drachma); 12h; 5.36 g; 16.3 x 15.8 mm (Plate 1.6).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin A; legend:
IXTPIH.
Relatively good state of preservation.
https:/www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=21368; https://
www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat=08&pi
d=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 13, no. 11; see the original at Pick
1898, 162, no. 420.

7. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.58 g; 16.5 x 15.7 mm (Plate 1.7).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin A; legend:
IXTPIH.
Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=21368; https:/
www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat=0&pi
d=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 13, no. 11; see the original at Pick
1898, 162, no. 420.

8. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.61 g; 19 x 17.8 mm (Plate 1.8)

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin I' and A in
monogram; legend: IXTPIH (the ends of the letters are with globules).
Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.phpralbum=sear-
ch&cat=0&pid=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 14, no. 15; see the
original at Pick 1898, 161, no. 417.

9. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.70 g; 19 x 17.9 mm; (Plate 1.9).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Reverse: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin I" and A in
monogram; legend: IXTPIH.
Good state of preservation.
https:/www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat
=0&pid=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 14, no. 15; see the original
at Pick 1898, 161, no. 417.
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10. AR (drachma); 3 h; 5.49 g; 18 x 16.9 mm (Plate II.10).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the right one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin I' and A in
monogram; possibly between the tails of the eagle and the dolphin a globule;
legend: ISTPIH.

Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?pid=13693; https:/
www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat=0&pi
d=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 14, no. 15; see the original at Pick
1898, 161, no. 417; var.

11. AR (drachma); 1 h; 5.21 g; 18.5 x 18 mm; (Plate II.11).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; between the heads of the eagle and
the dolphin a globule; between the tails of the eagle and the dolphin a globule;
beneath the dolphin I"and A in monogram; legend: IXTPIH.

Relatively good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.phpralbum=search&cat
=0&pid=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 14, no. 15; see the original
at Pick 1898, 161, no. 417; var.

12. AR (drachma); 1 h; 5.69 g;18 x 17.4 mm (Plate I1.12).
Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.
Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin A; legend: (I)
YTPI(H).
Good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat
=0&pid=7368#top_display_media; see the original at Pick 1898, 162, no. 421.

13. AR (drachma); casted; 12 h; 5.43 g; 18 x 16.9 mm; (Plate I1.13).
Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.
Reverse: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin [Al; legend:
IXTPIH.
Relatively good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.phpralbum=search&-
cat=0&pid=15354#top_display_media; see the original at Pick 1898, 162, no. 419.

14. AR (drachma); 12 h; 5.53 g; 18.5 x 18 mm; (Plate I1.14).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Reverse: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin AI; legend: (IX)
TPIH.
Relatively good state of preservation.
https://www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat
=0&pid=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 13, no. 12; see the original
at Pick 1898, 164, no. 440 (but for eagle on dolphin both standing right.

15. AR (drachma); 6 h; 5.34 g; 17.1 x 15.8 mm (Plate I1.15).

Obverse: Two facing heads of Apollo side by side, the left one is inverted.

Revers: Eagle on dolphin, both standing left; beneath the dolphin AI; legend:
IZTPIH.
Good state of preservation.
https:/www.forumancientcoins.com/fakes/displayimage.php?album=search&cat
=08&pid=6564#top_display_media; Prokopov 2007, 13, no. 12; see the original
at Pick 1898, 164, no. 440 (but for eagle on dolphin, both standing right.
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A significant role in the political, economic, and commercial de-
velopment of the Ionian city of Tomis in the mid-3" century BC was
played by the conflict involving Callatis, Histria, Apollonia Pontica, and
the Seleucid king Antiochus II on one side, and Byzantion, Heraclea
Pontica, the Egyptian king Ptolemy II Philadelphos and Tomis, on
the other. This conflict, which centred on control of the emporium of
Tomis for economic and commercial interests, is described by Memnon
of Heraclea Pontica (Pippidi 1967a, 33 — 34). The event took place ap-
proximately around 256 — 255 to 253 BC (Avram, Poenaru Bordea 2010,
628) and ended with the victory of the allies of the Tomitan centre.
This outcome led to the removal of a possible commercial monopoly by
Callatis and Histria over Tomis. According to epigraphic sources from
the 3" century BC, Tomis remained at the stage of an emporium until
the mid-3"! century BC (Avram, Poenaru Bordea 2010, 569 — 570). In its
early stages, the settlement was relatively small and modest in terms of
size and level of development (Radulescu, Scorpan 1975, 46; Buzoianu,
Barbulescu 2007, 293). Tomis appears to have long maintained the sta-
tus of a Milesian commercial establishment, indicating a lower political-
administrative standing, likely dependent on Histria’s economic and
commercial sphere of influence. It was only after 260 BC, when the city
acquired the status of a polis, becoming a stable political entity, pros-
perous economically and commercially, thus approaching the Roman
era (Vulpe 1968, 154 — 155). This is when the city began to mint coins
(Avram, Poenaru Bordea 2010, 569), a clear expression of its economic
and financial independence, leaving the monetary sphere of interests of
Histria (Poenaru Bordea 1970, 133 — 144). The Tomitan colony became a
sought-after warehouse for goods, a hub of land transport (Vulpe 1968,
156), with merchants from Byzantion coming to control the entire trade
in the Left Pontus (Marcu 1998, 39 — 60).

Although defeated following the war in the middle of the 3" century
BC, the Dorian colony of Callatis enjoyed a period of economic and com-
mercial prosperity in the 3 and 2" centuries BC. Epigraphic evidence
indicates intense political, economic, and cultural relations with centres
in both the Pontic and Aegean-Mediterranean basins, not only prior to
but also following the conflict (Pippidi 1967a, 52-53; Dorutiu-Boila 1988,
248). Evidence of Callatis’ prosperity at the end of the 3" century BC can
also be found in the substantial donations made by local citizens for the
construction of a temple dedicated to the god Dionysus (Pippidi 1967a, 54;
Pippidi 1967b, 159). Thus, Callatis experienced its economic peak during
the 3" century BC and the first half of the 2"! century BC (Pippidi 1967a,
51), with inscriptions revealing evidence of dynamic commercial activ-
ity across a wide geographical area specific to the Greek world (Pippidi,
Berciu 1965, 239).
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If the most recent proposed chronology for Group IV from Istros is
accurate, the Histrian drachmas of the IV series, which we know were
part of the original coin hoard, could probably belong to the years 280 —
256/255 BC (Dima 2014, 24 — 26). This suggests that the original hoard of
coins discussed here arrived in Callatis during the military conflict aimed
at securing military and economic control over Tomis — a period when
Callatis and Histria were allied. It is quite possible that the original coins
from the hoard were transported aboard a ship from Histria, together
with a significant quantity of amphorae, possibly intended for commercial
purposes (between 256 and 254 BC). However, the possibility that one
of the submerged wrecks discovered at Callatis was a warship cannot be
ruled out.

CONCLUSIONS

Our approach supplements the information published to date on the
results of archaeological research carried out in the submerged area of
the city of Callatis, the local port, at the beginning of the second half of
the 20" century, with the good and bad recorded in several articles.

In this context, the mention of the discovery of a Histrian silver coin
hoard from the Hellenistic period complements to a certain extent the
relatively rich list of similar discoveries in the Pontic region and, more
specifically, in Mangalia''. It provides information on the presence and
circulation of the coins beyond the chora (its own area of economic and
commercial resonance), in the context of the connections made with the
rest of the Greek world in the area, in the second half of the 1% millen-
nium BC. As previously mentioned, this hoard (the original one) would be
the only one known to date among the Histrian coin finds recorded in the
Dorian colony of Callatis. Its presence also appears to coincide with the
significant conflict for control of the emporium of Tomis, probably highly
valued as a geographical position, between two camps, well represented
by Greek centres such as Histria, Callatis, Apollonia Pontica, Heraclea
Pontica, Byzantion, as well as the Egyptian and Seleucid kingdoms.

A Histrian silver coin hoard was indeed discovered in the 1960s and
1970s during underwater archaeological research at Callatis. It is known
that all of the original drachmas belonged to the fourth series minted at
Histria. Beyond this, we have no other reliable information regarding the
primary hoard. Unfortunately, the most recent owner of the “hoard” was
already in possession of 15 counterfeit coins produced in imitation of the

' Unfortunately, precise information regarding the archaeological context of the original
hoard’s discovery is not available. The only detail that can be inferred from the documenta-
tion provided by the Coin Room of the Constanta Museum in the 1990s is that the hoard
originated from underwater investigations carried out at Callatis during the late 1960s and
early 1970s. It is most probable that, following its recovery, the assemblage passed directly into
the private collection of engineer Vasile Cosma.
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original Histrian drachmas. This conclusion was reached gradually over
the past several years, through our ongoing research and drawing upon
more than three decades of experience in the study of drachmas struck
at the Histrian mint during the pre-Roman period, including the identi-
fication of counterfeit issues. Our investigation began with the material
presented to us in the 1990s by the last collector who sought to sell the
hoard to the Museum of National History and Archaeology in Constanta.
Although the research process proved to be complex and demanding,
we consider the effort justified in light of the significance of the original
hoard for understanding the history of the western Pontic region during
the Hellenistic period.

Taking advantage of the ignorance of some and perhaps the naivety
of others, someone along the “chain” — from one collector to another,
through exchanges or sales — replaced the original coins with counterfeits
in the early 1990s. It is certain that the last owner was the most disadvan-
taged party in this entire chain of collectors.

In conclusion, we emphasize the danger for specialized research of the
insertion on the auction market and in private collections of fake copies,
for example those made after original pieces from Histria, produced in
contemporaneity, since the beginning of the 90s of the 20" century.

Updating the subject and supplementing the information, organizing
and interpreting the existing materials, as well as cataloging in a scientific
context some unprecedented coin discoveries to date, such as the present
coin hoard, are objectives that we have set for ourselves and which we
hope to successfully achieve in stages.
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CBbABATA HA APXEOAOI'MYECKUTE APTEOGAKTH OT ITOABOAHHN
APXEOAOI'MYECKH ITPOYUYBAHUNA B PYM'BbHM A ITPE3 TPETATA
YETBDBHPT HA XX BEK: EAHO Bb3MOKXHO MOHETHO CbKPOBHIIE
OT KAAATHUC 1 HEI'OBOTO UCTOPHYECKO SHAYEHHE

I'abpuea Mupua TAAMAIIKH

ITo Bpeme Ha MOABOAHU IpPOydYBaHH, IpoBeeHu npe3 60-te u 70-te ro-
AUHHU HAa MUHaAUA Bek B Kaaaruc, a mo-kbscHO 1 B Tomuc, ca OTKPUTH MHOTO
ApXEOAOTUYECKH apTePAKTH, BKAIOUUTEAHO aM(pOpH, KOTBH U OCTAaHKH OT KO-
pabokpymenus. Yact or Te3n HAXOAKH HACKOPO CA€J TOBA €A OUAU BKAIOYEHH
B IybAMYHHTE KOoAeKkIuH B KoHcranna m bykypem. Hakon nmo-maaku npej-
METH KaToO MOHEeTH, obade, ocTaBaT B YaCTHATA KOAEKIIUs Ha €AHH OT BOAOAA-
3uTe — nHKkeHepa Bacuae Kocma, KOIiTO € ydacTBaA U B MHOTO HHAWBHU/YAAHH
rMypKaHHA. BCBITHOCT Te3nw MOHETH U JPYIM MaAKH HaXOAKH HHKOTa HE ca
AOKYMEHTHPAHU B OPUITMAAHU TTyOAUKAIIUH, HUTO €A MOCTBIIBAAU B AbpP/KaB-
HH KOAEKIIMHU. BbIpeku ToBa Te ca CBIIECTBYBAAM U CIOPEJ MOCAEAHHA UM
H3BECTEH COOCTBEHHK ca OMAU IIPOJA/JEHU HA APYTU KOAECKIJHOHEPH B Kpasd Ha
70-te rogunn Ha XX Bek, npean Kocma ga emurpupa B CAIIl. Cbkposueto
rona/Ha B IIOAE3PEHUETO HU CAydaliHO npe3 90-Te rogMHH Ha MUHAAHSA BEK,
KOTaTo JPYT MECTEH KOAEKIJHOHEP (TOCAEAHHAT U3BECTEH COOCTBEHHK) C€ OIl-
HUTBa Ja npoJaje MoOHeTuTe Ha HallmoHaAHHA HCTOPUKO-apXEOAOTHUIECKH MY-
seit B KoHncranna, caes KaTo Ipean ToBa € MPErAegan IoHe ABE APy MECTHH
KoAeknuH. Tasm cratusa npejcrass LsAaTa HAAHYHA WHPOPMAIUSA OTHOCHO
ABa CBbP3aHU KOMIIAEKTA MOHETH: OPUT'HHAANHOTO ChKPOBHIIIE OT 15 MOHETH Ha
HcTpoc, KoeTo BRAIOYBA APaXMHU OT YETBbPTA CepUsd, U rpyna oT 15 ¢parmmusn
HCTPOCKH APaxMH, KOUTO €A 3AMECTHAU OPUTHUHAAUTE TpeJu cpeata Ha 90-Te
TOAMHH Ha MUHAAUA BeK. OPUTHHAAHOTO MMbPBOHAYAAHO CBKPOBHITIE € BAKHO
IoHe 10 JBe Npu4duHU. ITbpBO, TO € eJUHCTBEHOTO U3BECTHO CHKPOBHIIE OT
TO3H BHU/], CbCTABEHO U3ISIAO OT MOHETH Ha HMcTpoc — rpaj ¢ iloHuiicku npous-
X0Z, OTKPHTO B TEPUTOPHUATA KOHTPOAHpPaHa oT KaraTuc — JOpuiickKu rpbIiku
LIEHTHP. Bropo, To npejcrasasBa Moke 6U € JUHCTBEHOTO apXEOAOTHYECKO U
HYMH3MaTHYHO /JOKA3aTEACTBO, CBBP3aHO ¢ KOHPAUKTA 32 KOHTPOA HaJ €MITO-
puyma Tomu, KoitTo ce € cbcToAN 0KoAO 250 1. mp. Xp. 3HaeM, ye OPUTHHAAHO-
TO IIAPUYHO CBKPOBHUIIE € ChABPKANO CPEOBPHH MOHETH, CHELHPHIHHU CAMO
3a yeTpbpTaTa cepus, cedeHu B Mcrpoc. KOHPAUKTBT € BKAIOUBAA 4BE Bpak-
AeOHH KOAAMIIMH, ChCTABEHU OT IPBIKH IeHTpose kKarto Mcrpoc Kaaaruc,
Anoronns Ilontuka, Xepakaes ITontuka n BuzanTtnon, kakro u Erunerckoro
1 CeAeBKHACKOTO I1apCTBO.
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Plate I. The counterfeit Histrian drachmas, produced in the early 1990s, which
replaced the original pieces of the hoard discovered in the 60s — 70s of the last
century at Callatis (nos. 1 - 9).
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Plate II. The counterfeit Histrian drachmas, produced in the early 1990s, which
replaced the original pieces of the hoard discovered in the 60s — 70s of the last
century at Callatis (nos. 10 — 15).



