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ABSTRACT

The current work presents two lead seals of Emperor Alexius I Comnenus,
discovered at the Late Antique and Medieval fortress of Kale Shirokovo. All
known lead seals of this emperor, traditionally referred in Bulgarian historiog-
raphy with the march of the Byzantine army against the Pechenegs in Drastar
in 1087, are charted on map. In relation to the two seals from Kale Shirokovo,
the author repudiates a similar connection and argues in favour of the opinion
that the correspondence between the Imperial chancellery and the governor of
the fortress could have occurred only after the great victories of the Byzantine
Empire at Lebounion and Anchialos in 1091 and 1094 correspondingly.

Keywords: lead seals (molybdoboulla); Alexius I Comnenus; Kale Shirokovo

IIpesmeT Ha HacTOAMATA MyOAMKAIIUA Ca ABA OAOBHH IT€YaTa Ha UM-
neparop Aaekcuii I Komaun (1081 — 1118), orkputn B X042 Ha apxeo-
AOTHYECKOTO IPOYYBAHE HA €AUH OT Hal-3HAYUMHUTE KbCHOAHTUYHHU U
CPEAHOBEKOBHH IIEHTPOBE B paiioHa Ha pyceHcKoTo IToromue, nussecren
B AOKaAHaTa TonoHuMmu:a kato Kaae Ilupoxoso. Kpemnocrra ce Aoka-
Au3Hpa Ha 35 KM I0:KHO OT rp. Pyce, BbpXy €CTeCTBEHO 3alUTEH CKa-
A€H HOC, IIPU CAUBAHETO Ha pekute banucku u Yepuu Aom (/paroes,
Xapb6aauesa 2021, 771) (o6p. 1).

N gBaTa neyara ca MHOro gobpe sanaszenu. OTrneyaTaHu ca oT €JuH
u b1y 6yrotupuon. Ilpunagaexar KbM THI A 110 KAACUPUKAIIUATA HA
U. Nopaanos (Jordanov 2009, 101 - 102).

https://doi.org/10.53250/ns€20.199-208
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O6p. 1. MecTornoroxkeHue Ha 00EKTa ¥ IIAAQH Ha Pa3KPUTHTE CTPYKTYpPHU
Fig. 1. Location of the archaeological site and plan of the excavated structures

OnucaHueTo UM € CAEZHOTO:
Ne 1 — uns. Ne 5231 (IToa. uns. Ne 1/2022 r.); Hego6pe nenTpupan u
HeII'bACH OTIeYarsbK. Pasmepu 27,8 — 28,4 mm; terno 19,74 r (06p. 2).
Az XpI/ICTOC c HUMO u XUMATHUOH, HA TpOH C BUCOKO oOAerano.
baarocaass ¢ AdACHaTa p'I)Ka, a C AdBaTa A'Lp)KI/I EBanreaune. B ABETE ITOAETA: ..
| XC
On: ViMmepaTop®T Mpas, HACPEIIa, CbC CTeMa, AUBHTHCHOH U AOPOC, AbPAKHU Aaba-
pyM C AbATA Ap'b)KKa B AACHATa p'I)I(a U KbAOO C I(p'I)CT — C AdBara.

Kpwpros vagnuc: ...JIOT"TWKOMNHNW
[+ Ale&im dea]mot(n) @ Kopvnvd

LT TEETE I
METRIC1 2 3

O6p. 2. ITeuar Ne 1
Fig. 2. Lead seal no. 1
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Ne 2 — uns. Ne 5291 (IToa. mus. Ne 7/2023 r.); Hego6pe uentpupan u

HEI'bA€H oTnedarsk. Pasmepu 29 — 26,9 mm; terao 19,58 r (06p. 3).
A: Kaxro no-rope. B geere nmoaera: .. | X.

On: Kaxro no-rope. 3anasen Kpbros Hagnuc: +... KOMNHNW

+ [ALe&io deomot(n) 1d] Kopvnvd

[T i IIII|II|I
METRIC1 2 3

O6p. 3. ITeuar Ne 2
Fig. 3. Lead seal no. 2

ITaparean: Schlumberger 1884, 418, no. 4, 423; Ilanuyenko 1903,
Ne 10; Mymmos 1934, Ne 16 — 17; Zacos, Veglery 1972, no. 102; Seibt
1978, no. 27; Coxorosa 2007, Ne 147 — 164; Jordanov 2009, no. 121 — 192;
Neanumesuh 2012, 57 — 64; Barepues 2014, 265 u nmocouenarta oT aBTo-
pUTE AUTEpaTypa.

KbM 2024 1. or gHemrHuTe G'BArapCKH 3€MH Ca U3BECTHH 06mo 79
HMIIEPATOPCKU MOAMBJAOBYAA Ha Anekcuit | Komuusn, Tunoso npunag-
A€KAIHA KbM Pa3rAeJaHuTe OT HaC IT0-TOpeE JABa ek3eMuAfapa. Jpagecer
U /JBa OT IeYaTUuTe NpPeJCTaBASABAT €JHHUYHN HAXOAKH, JAPEHHUA UAU
OTKYIIKH, CbXPAaHABAHU B PAa3AUYHH HAITUOHAAHU U PETHOHAAHU MY-
3eH, KaKTO M 4acTHU KoAeknuu (Jordanov 2009, 101 — 102; Barepues
2014, 265), gokaro ocranaaurte 57 6post cpopmMupar eJuHCTBEHATA H3-
BECTHA OT O'BATAPCKHUTE 3€MU KOACKTHBHA HaXOJAKa C MOAMBJOBYAU Ha
TO3U BU3AHTHICKH UMIIepaTop'.

3a meT oT mevYaTuTe AUICBA HHPOPMAITUA OTHOCHO IPOU3XO04A UM,
a JaHHHUTE 32 MECTOHAMHPAHETO HA OCTAHAAUTE IO3BOASABA HU3IPakK-
AAaHETO HAa CPAaBHUTEAHO OOEKTHBHA KapTHHA 3a Pa3slpOCTPAHEHHETO
Ha TO3U THUI CPpPAarUCTUYHU NaMeTHUDU. Kaprupanero Ha HaXoAKU-
Te (06p. 4) OTUETAHMBO MapKHpa BA’KHU 332 UCTOpHUATA Ha MMnepusara
U JOAHOAYHABCKHA palioH ChOUTHA OT MOocAegHaTa 4eTBBPT Ha XI B.

! Haxogkara ce CbXpaHsABa B PermoHaren ucropudecku myseit — Pyce. 3anuncana e nos uHs.
No 4292. TToctbnsa npes 2006 r. KaTo 9acT OT NPeJOCTABEHUTE HA MY3€sl MaTEPUAAM T10
caegeTBeHo geno Ne 14/2005 r. na OxpbikHa cAaeacTBeHa CAyxba — Pyce. OT npoTokoAuTe ¢
pasnuTH Ha O6BUHAEMHUTE TIO AEAOTO AUIIA € BUAHO, 9€ HAXOAKATa € OTKPUTA B 3EMAUIIETO
Ha rp. AAdarap, CHAHCTPEHCKO.
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O6p. 4. [Teuarure Ha Arekcuii I KoMHUH 0T gHemHUTE O'BATAPCKU 3EMH U
XHHTEPAAH/BT Ha CPeJHOBEKOBHHA JpBCThp

Fig. 4. The lead seals of emperor Alexius I Comnenus, originating from the

territory of present-day Bulgaria and the hinterland of the medieval Drastar

TpaauunonHo B 6bArapckaTa UCTOpHOrpapus nedaTure Ha Anekcuii 1
Komuun, orkputu B CeBepousrouna bbarapus, ce cBbp3saT ChC 3aBbp-
HIUAUS C KATAaCTPOPANHO HOPAKEHHE 32 BU3AHTHICKATA apMUS IIOXOJ
KBbM KOHTPOAUpaHusi ot nedeHerure JApbcrsp npes asitoro na 1087 r.?

Tosa ca Tpu neuara ot Ilpecaan (I;IOpAaHOB 1993, 29 — 30, NoNo 8 — 9;
ﬁopAaHOB 2003, 27, NeNe 1 - 2, 11; Jordanov 2009, 101 — 102, nos. 121 —
122, 133), aBa ot 3emAunmero Ha c. bpagsapu, Cuaucrpencko (Barepues
2014, 265 — 269), no egun ot paiiona Ha /yroBo (I;IOpAaHOB 20038, 27,
Ne 12; Jordanov 2009, 102, no. 134), c¢. Boano, CuaucrpeHncko (HOTOB,
Huxoaos 2009, 438; Jordanov 2009, 102, no. 136B) u c. Adpsugap,
Bapuencko (Moros 2008, 172 — 176; Jordanov 2009, no. 136A), xakro
U KOAEKTHBHATAa HAXOJKa, OTKPUTA B OKOAHOCTHTE Ha rp. AAdarap,
CHAUCTPEHCKO (Moros 2008, 174, 176; Jordanov 2009, 102 - 103, nos.
137 — 192; Horos, Hukoros 2009, 438; Banepues 2014, 266). C Tasu
BOCHHA KaMIIAHUSA C€ CBBP3BAT U IEYaTUTE OT KPEHoCTTa 4O C. 3AaTH

o

OTHOCHO AaTUPOBKAaTa Ha 1OX0Aa B G'bArapckaTa U 4yKJgaTa HCTOPHYECKA HAyKa CbIECT-
BYBAT /jBE PA3AUIHI MHEHHS, IOPOJEHH OT HEACHOTUTE B pasdkasa Ha AnHa Komuuna, ABs-
Ballla C€ OCHOBEH U3BOP 34 Te3U CbOUTHs. PasAMuHUTE BB3rACAH, IOCTABSIILM LI0X04A LIPE3
Aaroro Ha 1087 r. uan Topa Ha 1088 1. ca pasraeganu nogpo6uo y Horos, Hukoros 2009,
432 - 447.
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BoeBoga, CAUBEHCKO (ﬁOpAHHOB 1987, 14; I/UIOpAaHOB 2011, 135 — 136,
Ne 3) 1 o equH OT ocTpoBHaTa KpenocT ITukryion Ayn Coape (Mopganos
1993, 30; Baaepues 2014, 266) u c. Cran4ds, okpbr KbAbpal, ceBepHO OT
p. Aynas (Barepues 2014, 266 — 267).

Ha ¢ona Ha BHCOKaTa KOHIIEHTPAIIMA Ha HAXOAKH, OTKPUTU B XHH-
TepAAHJA HA CPeAHOBEKOBHHA /I PBCTBP, M TE3H, MAPKUPAIIIH II'BTUIIATA
Ha JBM/KEHHE HA BU3AHTHHCKHUTE BOHCKH B U3TOYHO-CTAPOIIAAHHHCKHTE
npoxoAu, Asara nedara or Kaae llIMpokoBo cTOAT HAKAK H3OAMPAHO OT
obmjara kapTuHa Ha noxoja ot 1087 r. Jlopu 6erbA moraes BbpXy Kap-
TaTa ¢ MECTAaTa Ha OTKPUBAHE HA CIIOMEHATUTE I0-TOPE B U3AOKEHHETO
neJyaTu IOKa3Ba, Y€ YKPENeHUAT 1eHTwbp npu ¢. llupokoso orcron Ha
nosede ot 150 KM oT TeaTppa Ha GOHUHHUTE AEHCTBHUA, TBBPAE AAAE€T U OT
TPAaAUIMOHHUTE MAPIIPYTH Ha NPHABHUKBAaHE Ha BU3AHTHUICKNTE BOIi-
CKH, IOPaAu KOETO CBbP3BAHETO UM C IToXo4a cpemy ApbcTbp e noseue
OT POOAEMATHIHO.

HecbMHeHO gBaTa nedara HHAUKHPAT HAAUYHUETO Ha IpAKa KOpec-
MOHJAEHIIMA MEK/JYy UMIIepcKaTa KaHjeAapusa B KOHCTaHTHHOIIOA U He-
H3BECTHO 3a HAC AMIe, HATOBAPEHO C BOEHHU UAHM BOEHHO-aAMHHHCTpa-
TUBHU QYyHKIIUH B KPENOCTTA. B To3m peJ Ha MUCAM BB3HUKBA BBIIPO-
CBT 3a BPEMETO, B KOETO € OCBIIECTBEHA KOPECHOHAeHIuATa. Benukn
U3CAE€Z0BATEAU JaTHPAT TO3U THI BAAAETEACKH II€9aTH B HAYaAOTO Ha
ynpasaenueto Ha Arekcuii I (Hopaanos 1993, 29) uan naii-o6mo s ne-
ropaTa wrbpea noaosusa (Diaconu 1968, 250). Ilpeasu Aurncara Ha mpe-
KU CBE/JEHHU S 32 OCTABAHETO HA TAPHU3OHU B MIPEB3€TUTE OT BU3AHTHIMA-
cKaTa BOMCKA IpagoBe M KPENOCTH IO BPEME HA BOEHHATA KAMIIAHMUA
ot 1087 r., npuMaMAHBA Bb3MOKHOCT 32 PEKOHCTPYKIIUA Ha CbOUTHATA
€ aJpecarbT Ha KOPECHOHJAEHIHATA Ja ce ThPCH B AHUILIETO Ha BHU3AH-
TUICKHUSA YIPAaBUTEA Ha KPEIOCTTa, 4O KOIOTO € OTHPABEHO IHCMO BbB
Bpb3Ka ¢ noxoga KM ApbcTbp. ChilecTBEH HEJOCTATBK B TaKa U3AO-
JKeHaTa XUIIOTe3a € AeHCTBUTEAHATAa KAPTHHA HA UCTOPUYECKO Pa3BU-
THE HAa JOAHOAYHABCKHTE 3€MH IIPe3 BTOopaTa moAosuHa Ha XI B. Makap
HOMHMHAAHO 3eMute Ha gHemHa CesepHa bbArapus npes Tos3u nepuog
Aa MpogbAKaBar ga ca 9acT oT Tema ITapucrpuon (ITapagynason caeg
1059 1.)°, 06EKTHBHHAT NPOYHUT HA U3BOpoBaTa 6a3a NMPH ChOTBETHATA
KopeAanus ¢ JaHHUTE OT JbATOTOAUIIHUTE apPXEOAOTHYECKH IIPOyYBa-
HusA B gHemHa CesepHa bbArapusa He no3BoAsiBa 4a ce roBopu 3a (pak-
THUYECKH BU3AHTHHCKH KOHTPOA Ha/J TE€3W TEPUTOPHH IPEABH/] TOAE-
MHUTE MaCH TIEYEHEKKO HACEACHHE, 3aCeAeHO B TAX'. B Tasu macoka He

* OTHOCHO Pa3BUTHETO U MPOMIHATA B HANMEHOBAHMATA HAa TeMaTa Bik. Boxknaos, I'ozesen
1999, 509 - 510 u uTHpPaHaTa TAM AUTEpPATypa.

* TIpu mbAHATA HEBB3MOKHOCT J4a C€ CHPABH C IEYCHEKKUTE HAIECTBHA, BUsantus e npuny-
JA€HA Ja OTCT'BIIU 3EMHUTE CEBEPHO OT XeMYC IIPU U3BECTHU JOTOBOPHU OTHOIIEHU I, KAKBBTO
€ CAYYAAT C TPUACCETTOAUIITHUA MUP, CKAIOYEH cAe nopasxenueTo npu [Ipecaas npes 1053
r. (T'bikosa-3aumora 1976, 79 — 80).
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MpaBU U3KAIOYEHHE U KpernocTTa npu ¢. lllupokoso, npoyusanusaTa Ha
KOATO, MAKap M B HaYaA€H CTagHi, IIOKA3BaT CA€AH OT IIANBTHO 3aCTPO-
ABaHe U oOUTaBaHE OT IEYEHEKKO HACEAEHHE IIpe3 BTOpaTa IIOAOBHHA
Ha XI B. OT HapaTUBHUTE U3TOYHUIIU U CPPArUCTUYHUTE TAMETHUIIN
3HaeM MMeHaTa Ha HAKOAKO YIPABHUTEAHM Ha TeMaTa, HO BCUYKH Te Ce
orHacaT 4okbM 70-Te rogunu Ha XI B. COpPEH € U BBIPOCHT JOKOAKO
I'bACH € BUBAHTHHCKUAT KOHTPOA HaJ IIAAaTa TEPUTOPUSA UAH CE Kacae
32 NOAAbP/KAHETO HA BOHCKOBU YaCTU B OTAEAHH POPTIOCTOBE — CBOE-
o6pa3HHU OCTPOBHU CPe/j EYEHEKKOTO Mope”.

B cdepara Ha HegOKaszyeMHTE XUIIOTE3H OCTaBa U aATEPHATHBHATA
BBb3MOKHOCT ABATa IledaTa Aa Cé pasraejaT KaTo MaTEPHAAHO CBUAETEA-
CTBO 3a KOPECIOHJAEHITUA MEXKAY UMIEpCKaTa KaHIIEAAPHsA C HAKOH OT
AOSIAHUTE Ha IIEHTPAAHATA BAACT ITEYEHEKKHU MTPEABOJUTEAH, UMEHATa
Ha 9acT OT KOUTO Ca 3aCBUAETEACTBAHU KAKTO B M3BOPUTE, TaKa U B HE-
MAAKO cpparuCTUIHH HaMeTHHUIIH OT ertoxata (sKekosa 2020, 836 — 845).

Topa cbBCEM 3aKOHOMEPHO IOpaK/Ja BBIIPOCA 3a IpeAlioAaraemMara
Half-paHHa BB3MOKHA JaTa 3a YCTAHOBABAHE HA BU3AHTUMCKU TapHU30H
B KPEINOCTTa, U3BeCTHA noHacTosAmeM Kato Kaae lllupokoso. 3a paspe-
IIaBAaHETO Ha Ta3H 3araKa OT ChIIECTBEHO 3HAYEHUE CA CTPATUTPAPCKH-
Te HaOAIOAEHHA U pasKpUTaTa apXeoAorndecka cybcrannusa. B xoga na
npoyusaneTo npes 2023 r. e JOKyMEeHTHPAH MOKaP, CAOKUA HACUACTBEH
Kpall Ha CBIIECTBYBAHETO HA ABE IOAYBKOIAHH KMAUIIA, PYHKIIMOHH-
paAu npes Bropara noArosuHa Ha X1 B. YcAoBeH terminus post quem 3a TO31
KaTaKAU3BM CE ABABA CHAHO FOPAA aHOHHMEH POAHC, KAAC I, oTKkpuT Ha
MOZOBOTO HUBO HA €4HO OT kuAumara. [Ipejsug gaTupoBKara Ha THIA
B xpoHororudeckute rpanunu 1075 — 1080 r. (DOC 3, part 2, I) noxapsrt
MapKHpa Kpas B CbIIECTBYBAHETO HA I1€YEHEKKOTO CEAHIIE, PECITEKTUB-
HO Bb3CTAHOBSABAHE HA BUSAHTUICKUA KOHTPOA B KPENOCTTA U JOAMHATA
Ha pexute banucku u Yepuu Aom. Criope/ Hac peaAu3UPaHETO HA TE3U
CBOUTHA € BB3MOKHO €JHHCTBEHO CA€/ TOAEMHUTE BU3AHTHICKN nTo6ean
npu AesyHuoH ot 29 anpua 1091 r. u Auxuano npes 1094 r., croxuAn
CBOTBETHO Kpali Ha MeYeHeKKaTa U KyMaHCKa 3allAaXa U CIIOMOTHAAHU 32
YCTaHOBABAHETO HA I'bACH KOHTPOA Ha/J AYHABCKUTE IPAHHUIIU HA MMIIe-
puaTa (Angold 2008, 612). BbB Bpb3ka HMEHHO C KyMaHCKaTa HHBA3UA OT
1094/95 r. B pyMmbHCKaTa UCTOPHOrpadUs CE PA3LAEKAAT U CIIOMEHATUTE
110-TOPE B U3AOKEHUETO ABA nedara oT ITekyon ayn Coape u ¢. Cranus
(Diaconu 1978, 55; Madgearu 2007, 98).

® HamecrBuero Ha ysurte ot 1065 r. mocraBsa Kpas Ha BH3AaHTHHCKATA aJMHHHCTPAIUA B
ITaucka. Caeg 1066 1. oTTyk m34ye3BaT nevyaTuTe Ha KaremaHuTe Ha IlapajgynaBon, a or-
KPHBAHUTE MOHETH €A MAAOOPOHHH, I10-CKOPO HHAMUKHPAIN 33 HAKAKBA opMa Ha KUBOT,
OTKOAKOTO 3a pearna nupkyAanus (Hopaawos 2014, 173). [TokaszaTeAHo 3a AUTICAaTa HA BH-
3aHTHICKA a/MUHHCTPAIIHSA, PECIIEKTHBHO BOMCKOBU rapHU30H, B OuBmaTa 6bATapcka cro-
Anna ITpecaas u 1eHTBp Ha Temata — FoaHOTIOA, € I'bAHATA AMTICA Ha IPpaja B paskasa Ha
Ana KoMHHHA OTHOCHO NMPH/ABHKBAHETO HA BUSAHTHICKHTE BoHckH KbM Jpbherbp (MoTos,
Huronos 2009, 434).
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CEKTOP
XXXI

O6p. 5. Mectonamupane Ha nedarute otr Kaae lllupokoso: 1. YactuuHo npoydena
crpaja ot kpas Ha XI — XII B.; 2. [To40BOTO HUBO Ha IIEYEHEKKO KHAHIIE OT
BTOpaTa MoAoBHHA Ha X1 B.

Fig. 5. The finding places of the lead seals from Kale Shirokovo: 1. Partly excavated
building from the end of the 11" — 12" centuries; 2. Floor level of a Pecheneg
dwelling, dating to the second half of the 11" century

Asara morusgosyra or Kare Ilupokoso ca OTKpUTH Cpe/J KaMeH-
HHU AECTPYKIMU OT TOASIMA CI'Paja, YaCTUYHO BKONAHA B 30HATa IpHU
HPOXOAHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBO HA NO-PaHHATA KbCHOAHTHYHA KyAaa No 2,
OT KOSITO Ca HAITbAHO IIPOYY€HH €4Ba ABE IIOMENIEHU s B Hal-U3TOYHATA
i gacT (06p. 5). Bp3 ocHOBA Ha JaTupoBKaTa HA OTKPUTHUA IIOJEMEH ap-
XEOAOTHYECKH MaTepHUaA crpajara pyHKIIHoHHpa 40 cpesara Ha XIII B.
Ha To3u eTam oT npoy4BaHeTo BpeMeTO Ha CTPOUTEACTBOTO M € HEACHO,
HO CTpaTUrpadCKaTa MO3ULUA HA PA3KPUTUTE CTPYKTYPH HPEAIIOAAra
usrpaxkjase B kpas Ha XI — mvaganoro na XII B. Ilpeasua spemeTo 1 Ha
(YHKIIMOHHMpAHE, XapaKTepa U BUJa Ha IIOJEMHHUS MaTepuaA u ocobe-
HO MECTOIIOAOKEHHETO Ha Crpajara, CATyMpaHa B Hal-BHCOKaTa 4acT
Ha YKpeIeHaTa TEPUTOPHU A, IPEAIIOAOKUTEAHO OU MOTAO Aa ce JOIyCcHe
HEHHOTO OTBHKAECTBABAHE C AAMUHUCTPATUBHO-KUAUIIEH KOMIIAEKC,
U3IOA3BAH OT YIIPABUTEAUTE HA KPEIIOCTTA I1Pe3 HEHHUA BU3SAHTUICKU
neproj. OTKPUTHAT B HENIOCPEACTBEHA OAU3OCT APYT OAOBEH IedaT Ha
BHCIII CAYKUTEA OT PaHTOBATA HepapXus Ha BU3AHTUICKAaTa MMIIEPCKA
aamunucrpanusa (Dragoev 2024, 263 — 273) e camo olie e4uH J0BOJ B
NOJKpera Ha Mo4o6HO ChKAeHUE.
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TWO LEAD SEALS OF EMPEROR ALEXIUS I COMNENUS
FROM KALE SHIROKOVO

Deyan DRAGOEV

SUMMARY

Subject of the current publication are two lead seals of Emperor Alexius 1
Comnenus, discovered during the archaeological excavations at Kale Shirokovo.
The fortress is located 35 km south of Ruse, on a naturally fortified rock cape
at the junction of the rivers Baniski Lom and Cherni Lom (fig. 1). The seals are
imprinted with one and the same boulloterion (fig. 2, fig. 3). They belong to type A
of the classification of I. Yordanov. As of 2024, a total of 79 imperial molybdoboulla
of Alexius I Comnenus are known, originating from the present-day Bulgarian
lands - 22 individual and 57 within a larger hoard. The mapping of the seals with
known location of discovery (fig. 4) clearly marks important for the history of the
Empire and the Lower Danube region events from the last quarter of the 11"
century. Traditionally, the Bulgarian historiography refers the seals of Alexius
I Comnenus, discovered in Northeastern Bulgaria, with the catastrophic defeat
for the Byzantine army from the Pechenegs at Drastar in the summer of 1087.
Given the high concentration of finds, discovered in the hinterland of Medieval
Drastar, and those marking the paths of movement of the Byzantine armies in
the eastern passes of the Balkan Mountains, the two seals from Kale Shirokovo
stand in isolation from the common image of the march from 1087. Even a glance
at the map with the locations of the discovered seals reveals that the fortified cen-
tre at the village of Shirokovo stands more than 150 km away from the ground
of the battle actions. The fortress is at distance from the traditional routes of
movement of the Byzantine armies, which makes the reference of the seals with
the march to Drastar problematic. The two seals indicate a direct correspond-
ence between the Imperial chancellery and a person, burdened with military or
military-administrative functions at the fortress. The earliest possible date for
this to have happened is only after the major Byzantine victories at Lebounion
in 1091 and Anchialos in 1094, which ended the Pecheneg and Cuman threats
and assisted the establishment of a full control over the Danube frontiers of the
Empire. Based on the stratigraphic observations, the documented fire in Kale
Shirokovo from the second half of the 11" century marks the end of the Pecheneg
settlement, and is respectively associated with the restoration of the Byzantine
control over the fortress.

The two seals are found within destructions from a large building (fig. 5),
situated at the highest section of the fortified territory, which presumes its identi-
fication with an administrative-residential complex, used by the governors of the
fortress during its Byzantine period. Another lead seal, which have belonged to
a high official from the hierarchy of the Byzantine imperial administration, dis-
covered in proximity, is only another argument in favour of this interpretation.



