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ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the potential reason why the fifteen silver Byzantine coins (miliarensia) of Constan-
tine VII with his son and co-Emperor Romanos II (945 — 959), part of the famous Preslav gold treasure
buried in 971, could have found their way as a compact sum of money in the medieval Bulgarian capital
of Preslav. Arguments are provided in support of the assumption that they were a monetary gift (or part of
such a gift) bestowed by the Byzantine government to a Bulgarian aristocrat who was a member of an offi-
cial Bulgarian delegation which visited Constantinople at some date between 945 and 959. The traditional
diplomacy practice of the Byzantine government in that era (described in the treatise of Emperor Constan-
tine VII “On Ceremonies”) to present the members of official foreign delegations to Constantinople with
monetary gifts, the amounts of which corresponded to the ranks of the delegation members, is well-known.

Key words: Preslav Treasure, miliarense, Constantine VII with Romanos II (945 - 959), social
status.

The numismatic material, part of the famous Preslav Treasure discovered in 1978 in the Kasta-
na area near Veliki Preslav, comprises fifteen silver Byzantine coins (miliarensia) from the 10 c.
They are all of the same type, bearing the names of Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus and his son
Romanos II (Grierson 1973, 557 — 558, Pl. XXXVII, 21). The introduction of this type of mil-
iarensia into the coin production of Byzantium is related to Constantine VII crowning his son,
Roman II as coemperor and the official coronation held on Easter day, 6* April, 945 (Grierson
1973, 529, 537).

The coins from the Preslav Treasure were published in detail and discussed by Iv. Iordanov as
early as 1983 (I;IOPAS.HOB 1983, 8 — 11). A description of this type, together with an illustration
of one of the specimens from the Preslav Treasure (Fig. 1), will be provided here for illustrative
purposes:

Constantine VII and Romanos II (945 — 959). Miliarensia

Obverse: A large cross with a long vertical arm, on three steps, to front. The ends of its arms are
crossed and decorated with prominent dots (precious stones). In the centre, where the vertical and
horizontal arms cross, there is an X forming an eight-point star with the arms. A cross of this shape
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is interpreted as a depiction of the Cross of Golgotha. Inscriptions on the circumference (Table I,
1). The inscription and the image are encircled by three granular circles inscribed in each other, on
which sixteen large heads of grain are depicted at equal distances.

Reverse: Five-line inscription (Table I, 2). The inscription is encircled by three granular circles
inscribed in each other, on which sixteen heads of grain are depicted at equal distances.

Table 1. Inscriptions on the miliarensia of Constantine VIl and Romanos Il

Tabnuya 1. Hadnucume sevpxy munuaperHcuume Ha KoHcmaumut Vil u Poman Il

1. IhSYS XRISTHYS hica

2. +ConsT, T,
NORFVROG,
CEROMANO
ENXWEVSED,

b,RWMmeon

Silver. Diameters are between 22 — 23 mm. Weights vary between 2.50 - 2.80 g.

Fig. 1. Silver Byzantine coin (miliarense) of Constantine VIl with his son and co-Emperor, Romanos Il (945 - 959),
from the Preslav Gold Treasure (photo: Iv. lordanov)

0O6p. 1. CpebvpHa suzaHMulcka MoHema (MunuapeHcus) Ha KoHcmanmut VIl ¢ Hezosus cuH u
coynpasumesn Pomar Il (945 — 959 2.) om [pecniasckomo 31amHo CokposuLe (cHuMKa: Me. lopdaros)

The silver miliarensia from that era were minted exclusively for propaganda purposes, and in
smaller amounts than the gold coins (nomismas) and the copper alloy coins (folles). They were
practically not used in circulation, although in theory twelve miliarensia were equal in value to
a gold nomisma. For the purposes of clarity, the author will oversimplify things by providing an
example from modern times. In the past 5 — 6 decades BNB has put in circulation numerous issu-
ances of the so-called “commemorative” coins, mainly minted from silver, propagandizing various
important events from Bulgarian history and in recent days. Although these coins have their nom-
inal value expressed in leva, they are never part of daily circulation, but are kept by the people who
have somehow acquired them.

The silver miliarensia of Constantine VII with Romanos II are practically not found in pres-
ent-day Bulgarian territory. Apart from the fifteen specimens from the Preslav Treasure reviewed
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here, only two such coins are kept in Bulgarian museums. One is part of the numismatic collection
of NAIM - Sofia, and was probably purchased abroad (Mopaanos 1983, 11, 6ea. 2). The second
one is a fragment from a miliarense of the type in question, discovered during the archaeological
excavations of the Medieval Bulgarian production centre for artistic metal near the village of No-
vosel, Shumen region (Bores, Aomuesa, 2011, 202, Ne 194). Therefore, as Iv. Iordanov established
categorically in his time, the miliarensia of Constantine VII with Romanos II “are not widespread
on our lands” (Mopaaunos 1983, 8).

The only significant exception, for the time being, is undoubtedly the Preslav Treasure. The
date of the burial of this treasure has not been disputed by the scholars who have commented upon
it. They all connect this burial with the conquest of the Bulgarian capital Preslav by the Byzantine
armies led by Emperor John Tzimiskes in 971 (Tores 1993, 12; Mopaanos 1983, 9; Axaasxos 2019,
132). The opinions about what kind of owner it had are more diverse. T. Totev believes that the find
should be connected with “the palace or the family of a close boyar or dignitary” (Tores 1993, 14).
Iv. Iordanov tries to be more specific and states that “the owner of the treasure at the time it was bur-
ied was probably one of the daughters of the Bulgarian tsaritsa [meaning Tsaritsa Maria, the wife of
Tsar Petar 1]” (Mopaanos 1983, 11). A. Aladzhov, however, states unequivocally: “The jewels from
the Preslav Treasure can belong only to the Bulgarian tsar and his family... Some could have been
part of the ceremonial dress of the ruler, and others — from that of his wife in the Bulgarian royal
court” (Aaapxos 2019, 134).

As was pointed out above, all fifteen coins (silver miliarensia) that form part of the Preslav
Treasure are of the same type, a type which was first minted for the coronation of Romanos II on
the 6™ April 945. However, this does not mean that they were minted only on this occasion. Their
production was undoubtedly longer, probably until the death of Constantine VII in 959. This is ev-
idenced by the fact that the fifteen specimens from the treasure were struck with “15 different pairs
of coin dies” (Mopaaunos 1983, 8). It is evident that all fifteen miliarensia from the treasure were
not in circulation and are entirely preserved (Anmutpos 2019, 161). They were most probably held
for safekeeping in the imperial treasury in Constantinople until they somehow found their way to
Preslav — without having been in circulation.

In the treatise “On Ceremonies” (book II, chapter 15) by Emperor Constantine VII Porphy-
rogenitus, there is an extremely interesting description of the welcoming of the famous Russian
Knyaginya Olga in Constantinople, which most probably took place in 946. We will quote some
passages from the description which we have used from their Russian translation (ToayGuuckuit
1901, 99 - 102), a translation generally believed to be extremely accurate:

“On Wednesday, 9™ September [946], a reception was held... on the occasion of the arrival of
the Russian Archontissa [Knyaginya] Olga. The archontissa entered with her relatives archontissas
[knyaginyas] and the most prominent of her servants. She marched in front, all the other women
walking in a row after her. She stopped at that spot where the logothete usually asks his questions...”.

Then follows a description of the different ceremonies related to the viewing of the imperial
palace and the lunch Knyaginya Olga had with the imperial family. What is of interest in this case
is the following: “Another ceremonial lunch took place in the Gold Hall. It was there that all apoc-
risiarii of the Russian princes [i.e., the members of the Russian diplomatic mission who accompa-
nied Knyaginya Olga] were served lunch. The people and relatives of the knyaginya, as well as the
[Russian] merchants, [who accompanied her] received [as follows]: her nephew — 30 miliarensia;
8 of her entourage — 20 miliarensia each; 20 apocrisiarii — 12 miliarensia each; 43 merchants — 12
miliarensia each; the priest, Gregory — 8 miliarensia; Svetoslav’s entourage — 5 miliarensia each;
6 of the apocrisiarii’ entourage — 3 miliarensia each; the knyaginya’s interpreter — 15 miliarensia.”
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At the same time, Knyaginya Olga and her closest people had lunch with the emperor and his
family in Justinian’s triclinium. After the emperor left the table, dessert was served in another hall.
There, the knyaginya was presented with a “gold tray decorated with precious stones”, on which
there were “500 miliarensia”. And “six of her female escorts were given 20 miliarensia each, and 18
of her maids — 8 miliarensia each”.

On the 18" October, 946, another ceremonial lunch took place in the Gold Hall of the palace,
where the emperor dined together with the Russians, while the empress, together with her “porphy-
rogenitus” children dined in another hall with Knyaginya Olga and some of the Russian aristocrats
accompanying her. Monetary gifts were bestowed once again after that: to Olga — “200 miliarensia;
to her nephew — 20 miliarensia; to the priest, Gregory — 8 miliarensia; to 16 of her entourage — 12
miliarensia each; to 18 of her female slaves — 6 miliarensia each; to 22 apocrisiarii — 12 miliarensia
each; to 44 merchants — 6 miliarensia each, and to two interpreters — 12 miliarensia each.”

It should be noted that we believe it is absolutely certain that all these miliarensia, handed out
so generously by the Byzantine emperor to the Russian knyaginya and different members of her
entourage on this visit, which took place in 946, were of the type “Constantine VII with Romanos
IT”, whose production had begun only about a year and a half earlier. In other words, they are of the
same type as that of the fifteen coins from the Preslav Treasure. The conclusion which can be made
is self-evident. The coins from the treasure were most probably a gift to a member of a Bulgarian
delegation that visited Constantinople in the period 945 — 959. Obviously at that time, during
official receptions of foreign delegations in the imperial palace, it was a tradition to present the
different members of these delegations (according to their ranks) with different amounts of com-
memorative Byzantine silver coins (miliarensia).

The Preslav Treasure, whose make-up clearly shows that it is of the type “family treasures”, must
have belonged to a Bulgarian aristocrat (even a Bulgarian female aristocrat) who, at least once in
their life, took part in an official Bulgarian mission that visited Constantinople in, or more prob-
ably, not much later than 945. The number of the miliarensia — fifteen, — even if we assume that
some of them were given away before its burial or were just not discovered by the archacologists
due to their scattering in the ploughed land, in the author’s opinion, is unequivocal evidence that
its owner could not have been a member of the Bulgarian royal family. The amount is such that it
would have corresponded to the rank of an interpreter or the “court ladies” from the delegation of
the Russian Knyaginya Olga. There are no grounds to doubt that the principle of bestowing mon-
etary gifts to the different members of official Bulgarian delegations visiting Constantinople at the
time was different from that applied in the case of the Russian delegation led by Knyaginya Olga.

In 927, a lasting “thirty-year” peace, which actually continued uninterrupted for forty years
until 967, was established between Bulgaria and Byzantium (3aarapcxu 1971, 501 - 512). One of
the clauses of the peace treaty stated that the empire is obliged to pay annual tribute to the Bulgar-
ian Tsardom (3aarapcku 1971, 504). An official Bulgarian delegation visited Constantinople to
receive this tribute and take it to Preslav. The last time such a delegation arrived in the Byzantine
capital was in the spring of 967 (Tbnkosa-3anmosa 1981, 389).

There is no doubt that these annual official Bulgarian state delegations to Constantinople were
met by representatives of the Byzantine imperial government, observing all traditional rules of the
Byzantine ceremonial practice. In particular, the members of the Bulgarian delegations were also
given monetary gifts, similar to those presented to the Russian Knyaginya Olga and her entourage.
Most probably, the miliarensia which are part of the Preslav Treasure were such a gift (or part of
such a gift), presented to its owner or, perhaps, the father of this owner, who was a member of one
of the official Bulgarian delegations visiting Constantinople each year.
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The miliarensia were gifted either in the year 945, or not much later. In addition to everything
else (for example, creating sympathy and goodwill towards the Byzantine Empire and its rulers in
the particular Bulgarian aristocrats who received the gifts, i.c., bribing them), these coins had to
promote among the Bulgarian aristocracy the newly created situation in the ruling imperial family.
What we mean is the complete removal of the Lekapenoi family from power, which took place in
the very beginning of 945, and the complete overtake of supreme power by Constantine VII Por-
phyrogenitus, supported by his son and co-Emperor, Romanos IL
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KAKBO MOTAT AA HAN TTOACKAXKAT MOHETHTE, BAM3ALLIN B
CbCTABA HA TTPECAABCKOTO CbKPOBMLLIE, 3A COLUMAAHMA
CTATYT HA HETOBMA COBCTBEHMK
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PE3IOME

HymusmarudHuaT MaTepraA, BAU3aIl B ChCTaBa Ha usBecTHOTO I IpecaaBcko chKpoBHIIle, Ce CHCTOHU OT
15 muanapercun ot X B. Te BcuukuTe ca OT €AUH U ChIM TUII U ca ¢ uMeHara Ha Koncranrun VII barpeno-
poanu u cuna my Poman I1.

Beuuku uscaepoBaTesn cebp3Bar ykpuBaHero Ha IpecaaBckoro cpkposuie ¢ mpessemanero Ha [pe-
caas ot Bojickure Ha Moan Inmucxu B 971 1. [To-pasHo0Opa3HM ca MHEHMSITA OTHOCHO HEIOBUsI COOCTBe-
Huk. Aokaro ToTeB cMsTa, 4e HaxOAKaTa TPsIOBa AQ CE CBBPIKE ,,C ABOPELIA HAH ChC CEMEICTBO Ha HSKOH OT
npubArkeHTE HeMy 60AsIpH ", HopAaHOB CBBP3Ba CHKPOBUIIETO C ,...HAKOSI OT ABLIEPUTE Ha ObArapckara
napuua’, a AAaAXKOB OTCHYA KATETOPUIHO, Ye MOXE AQ IIPUHAAACKH »,...CAMO Ha O'BATAPCKHS Liap U ceMeil-
CTBOTO MY...".

B cpuunenuero ,,3a I_ICPCMOHI/II/ITC“ Ha umneparop Koucrantun VII barpenopoanu uma onucanue Ha
nocpemaneTo Ha pyckara kusrunst Oara B Koncranrunonoa (Bepostao 946 1.), B KoeTo oapo6HO e paska-
3aHO 32 PA3AHYHHTE CYMH B CpeOBPHU MOHETH, AAPSIBAHU HA YACHOBETE HA PUAPYIKABALIATA 5 ACACTALIUSL
CIIOpEA TEXHHUTE PAHTOBE.

Criope Hac € HAITBAHO CUTYPHO, Y€ BCHYKU T€3H MHAHAPEHCUH, PA3AABAHU OT MMETO HA BH3aHTHIA-
CKHsl MIMIICPATOP HA PyCKaTa KHATHHS U MPHAPYXKABALIUTE 5L AMLIA, ca OUAM OT ChINHs THIL, OT KOKTO ca U
15 exsemnaspa or I IpecaaBckoro cprposuiie. FI3BOABT, KOATO ce HaAara, €, Y€ MOHETHTE OT CHKPOBHILETO
Hal-BEPOSITHO ca OMAM [IOAAPEHH Ha HAKOMH YACH Ha ObArapcka aeaeranust, noceruaa Koncrantunonoa us-
KbAC B IIepropa 945 — 959 r.

ITpecAaBcKOTO CHKPOBHILE € OT BUAA HA T. HAp. ,CEMEHHH ChbKPOBULIA® U TPsIOBa Ad € IPHHAAACKAAO
Ha HSKOI O'bATAPCKH APUCTOKPAT, y4aCTBAA B ChCTaBa Ha O$pULIMAAHA MUCHsL, ToceTHAa Llapurpaa npes uau
CKOPO cAea 945 1. BposiT Ha chAbpIKAIHTE CE B HETO MUAHAPEHCHH KATETOPUIHO CBUACTEACTBA, Y€ COOCTBE-
HUKBT My He MOXEe A2 € OMA YACH Ha G'bATapCKOTO BAAACTEACKO ceMeiicTBo. CyMara I10-CKOpO ChOTBETCTBA
Ha HSIKOM OT PaHTa Ha IIPEBOAAYUTE HAH Ha ,[IPHABOPHHTE AAMH " OT ChCTABA HA ACACTALIMATA HA KHSTHHS
Onra.

Karouou aymu: [Ipecaascko cpkposuie, musnapencuy, Korncrantun VII ¢ Poman IT (945 - 959 1),
COLIMAACH CTATYT Ha COOCTBEHHUKA Ha CHKPOBUIIETO
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