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ABSTRACT

The paper presents an Early Byzantine lead seal, belonging to Theodor, Prefect of the islands, who was
in charge of the Quaestura exercitus sometime between 536 and 575.
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The topic of this paper is an interesting Early Byzantine lead seal (bulla). It was exported illegally
from Bulgaria to Canada together with a large number of other antique and medieval items.
After they were confiscated by the police there, under the provisions of the existing international
agreements, the materials in question were returned to Bulgaria and submitted to the National
Museum of History — Sofia.

Description of the bulla (fig. 1):

Obverse: Inscription in three lines (Fig. 2: 1).
Reverse: Inscription in three lines (Fig. 2: 2). L. + l H
Material: Lead.

Condition: Well-preserved specimen.
Dimensions: Diameter 18 — 22 mm. \Weight 13.92 gr. 6 O a O

The complete reading of the Latin inscription on the

two sides is as follows: Theodoro, pr(a)efecto insul(ari)s. R 0 *
Inscription translation: Theodor, Prefect of the islands.

From this Theodor, Prefect of the islands, six bullae are
known until now, struck with two different boulloterions
(Gkoutzioukostas 2008, 111 — 112). From these, two
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Fig. 1. Lead seal of Theodor, Prefect of the islands. Fig. 2. Inscriptions on the obverse and the reverse of the
Obverse and reverse lead seal of Theodor, Prefect of the islands
06p. 1. Monusdosyn Ha Teodop, npehekm Ha ocmposume. O6p. 2. Hadnucu svpxy nuyemo u onakomo Ha
Jluye u onako mosnugdosyna Ha Teodop, npechekm Ha ocmposume
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specimens originate from the present-day territory of Bulgaria (Jordanov 2009, 442 — 443, Nos.
1280 — 1281). The third bulla, which is the subject of this paper, originates from Bulgaria, and was
struck with the same boulloterion as one of the other two “Bulgarian” specimens (Jordanov 2009,
443, No. 1281).

G. Zacos established that the Latin “praefectus insularum” is equivalent to the Greek “&mapyog
6y viowy” (Zacos, Veglery 1972, 1659, N2 2928). An Early Byzantine legal document (Nov. Iust.
LXIX, Epil.) dated to 538 makes it clear that “¢mapyog t@v vfjiowv” is the Greek equivalent of
the Latin “quaestor exercitus” (Gkoutzioukostas 2008, 112). Thus, “pracfectus insularum” and
“quaestor exercitus” refer to the same position. This is confirmed by another Early Byzantine
written source from the 6™ c. (Iuliani Epitome XXXVIII, 166), which explicitly states that
“De quaestoribus, id est pracfectus insularum” (Gkoutzioukostas 2008, 113). Currently this
identification is accepted as established with complete certainty by all scholars working on the
topic.

Quaestura Iustiniana exercitus was established with a special legislative act (Nov. Tust. XLI),
dating from 18" of May 536 (Gkoutzioukostas 2008, 110). We will not discuss in detail the
purpose, structure and functions of this institution here since this has been done many times in
other studies, including Bulgarian ones (Torbatov 1997, 78 — 87). However, some facts need to
be mentioned.

The Quaestura exercitus was a newly established administrative unit which included five
provinces: Moesia Inferior, Scythia, Caria, Cyprus and the Cyclades. The seat of this provincial
union was in Odessos. The main purpose of establishing the Quaestura was to support, both
financially and with food and other supplies, the two northern provinces of Moesia Inferior and
Scythia, which had been devastated by barbarian raids. Part of the annona militaris given out
annually to the Byzantine military units stationed in Moesia Inferior and Scythia was delivered
from the rich southern provinces, part of the Quaestura exercitus. The annona included different
types of supplies (mainly food) and money for the salaries of the military. The capital of the
Quaestura, Odessos, was the main distribution center for the supplies (Torbatov 1997, 80). This
was also the city where the Quaestor resided and managed the functioning of the specialised
administrative unit in question (Torbatov 1997,79). The selection of Odessos as the capital of the
Quaestura exercitus was not accidental. Water transport played a very significant role in delivering
the supplies. This was due to a number of factors: the insecurity of land communications due to
frequent barbarian raids; the total maritime superiority of Byzantium; the well-developed port
system, both along the western Black Sea coast, and in the Danube delta and along the southern
coast of the Lower Danube (Torbatov 1997, 80).

The bullae of Theodor, Prefect of the islands (Quaestor exercitus), were probably used to
seal documents, which accompanied the supplies sent from Odessos to various garrisons in the
provinces Moesia Inferior and Scythia. It is also possible that some of the seals in question were
used to seal pouches containing certain monetary amounts, and packages with more expensive
goods.

We do not know the exact time period in which this Theodor was in charge of the Quaestura.
This, of course, was sometime after 536, the year when the administrative unit was established.
Most probably, the dating of his quaestorship should take into consideration the long period
until the end of the reign of Emperor Justinian I (565), or the first decade from the reign of his
heir, Justin IL, since the last mention of the Quaestura is from 575 (Nov. Iust. CLXIII) (Torbatov
1997, 85).
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PE3IOME

Ilpeamer Ha Hacrosimara nyOAUKAuus ¢ CAMH AKOONMTCH PAHHOBH3AHTHHCKH OAOBEH II€daT
(MoauBAOBYA). OT AQTMHCKHUS HaAIIMC BBPXY ABETE CTPaHU ce pasbupa, 4e USAATEAAT My € HSAKOH CH
»Teoaop, mpedexr Ha ocTposute”. Bb3 0OCHOBa Ha KaTErOPUYHU AQHHH OT MUCMEHHUTE U3BOPHU € OTAABHA
YCTaHOBEHO, e AABXKHOCTTa “praefectus insularum” e eaHa u Chlna ¢ AABKHOCTTA “quaestor exercitus’.
Caea0BaTEeAHO, TOBA Ca MOAUBAOBYAHM Ha yrpaBasiBamust Quaestura Iustiniana exercitus.

Tasu BaxHa MHCTUTYILHS, KOSITO € yYpeAcHa IIpe3 536 I., ¢ HMaAa 3a TAaBHA 334244 AQ IIOATIOMAra KakTo
BB QHHAHCOBO OTHOILICHUE, TAKA M C XPAHUTCAHU U APYTH IIPUITACH, ABETE CCBEPHU NPOBHHLMU — Bropa
Musus u Cxutust, KouTo 6MAM pasopeHH OT BapBapckuTe Habesu. I'AaBHATa KBapTHpa Ha KBECTypaTa ce
Hamupaaa B rpap OAecoc, KOMTO 6MA OCHOBHIUST PasIPEACAUTEACH LICHTHP HA AOCTABKHTE.

C moauBpoByaute Ha Teoaop, mpedekT Ha ocTpoBUTe (KBECTOP EKCEPLUTYC), BEPOATHO ca OHAH
CKpCISIBAHU HSKAaKBU AOKYMEHTH, NPHAPYXaBamy usnpamand oT OAEcOC AOCTaBKM KbM PasAHYHH
rapausonu B nposuHuuute Bropa Musus u Ckurusa. He e uskaioueHa BB3MOXKHOCTTAa C HAKOH OT
BBIIPOCHUTE IICYATH A ca OMAM 3aIIe4aTBaHU U KECHH, ChABPIKALIN OIPEACACHU ITAPHYHH CYMH, KAKTO U
ACHKOBE C II0-CKBITH CTOKH.

He snaem 1o xoe BpeMe TOYHO € pbKOBOAMA KBeCTypata BrIpocHusT Teopop. Tosa, pasbupa ce, e 6uao
HSIKBAE CA€A 536 I., KOraTo CIIOMECHATaTa aAMHHUCTPaTHBHA €AMHHUIA ¢ OuAa yupeacHa. Haii-BepositHo
HETOBOTO YIIPaBACHHE TPsibBa Aa Ce TBPCH B ABATHS IIEPUOA AO Kpas Ha L[APyBaHETO Ha MMIICPATOP
FOctunuan I (565 .) uaM Ipes IbPBOTO AGCETHAETHE OT LiapyBaHeTo Ha Herosus npuemuuk Octun I, Toit
KATO IMMOCACAHOTO YIIOMEHABAaHE HA KBECTypaTa € B 575 I.

KarouoBu aymu: MoanBaoBya, Quaestor exercitus, Pracfectus insularum, Quaestura Iustiniana exercitus,

Teoaop, VIs.






